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Resilient Assertion of Agency in P. Sivakami’s
The Grip of Change

Deepa Nair
Assistant Professor of English
Sree Ayyappa College for Women, Chunkankadai, Nagercoil

Indian women endure patriarchy and its attendant repression and displacement
because of the structures of caste, gender and class. The three oppressive mechanisms
operate on them, their choices and their self-hood with varying intensity. Dalit women,
who are at the bottom of the caste and class hierarchy, suffer triple displacement by
virtue of their caste, gender and class. They are indiscriminately and indifferently exploited,
both by upper caste men and by the men of their own community. Hence, they have
devised their own individual or collective strategies to counter and survive these multiple,
debilitating hegemonies. Chandra Talpade Mohanty, a Distinguished Professor of
Women’s and Gender Studies, Sociology, and the Cultural Foundations of Education
has developed a transnational approach to feminist theory, practice and activism. Mohanty
borrows Canadian sociologist Dorothy Smith’s concept of “relations of ruling” from her
book The Everyday World as Problematic: A Feminist Sociology and refers to itin her
own book Feminism Without Borders: Decolonizing Theory Practicing Solidarity, to
point out the multiple, intersecting power systems that have a direct or indirect impact
on women’s lives.

This paper will focus attention on the lives and subversive strategies evolved
and employed by Dalit women characters in P. Sivakami’s novel The Grip of Change.
P. Sivakami is a bureaucrat turned novelist and social activist who has written critically
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Dorothy Smith refers “specifically to Western (white) capitalist patriarchies”
(56). But Mohanty says:

Ifind her conceptualization of “‘relations of ruling” a significant theoretical
and methodological development, which can be used to advantage in
specifying the relations between the organization and experience of sexual
politics and the concrete historical and political forms of colonialism,
imperialism, racism and capitalism. Smith’s concept of relations of ruling
foregrounds forms of knowledge and organized practices and institutions,
as well as questions of consciousness, and agency. (56)

“Relations of ruling” when applied to the Indian context must recognise what Mohanty
refers to as “indigenous patriarchies” (58) which are the norm in a specific nation and
play arole in controlling and limiting the space available to women there. Mohanty
also refers to Dorothy Smith’s concept of the “ruling apparatus” (108), provided by
her in The Everyday World as Problematic: A Feminist Sociology. Smith states
that:

The ruling apparatus is that familiar complex of management, government
administration, professions, and intelligentsia, as well as the textually
mediated discourses that coordinate and interpenetrate it. Its special
capacity is the organization of particular places, persons, and events
into generalized and abstracted modes vested in categorical systems,
rules, laws, and conceptual practices. The former thereby become
subject to an abstracted and universalised system of ruling mediated by
texts. (108)

Smith’s “ruling apparatus” is with respect to the capitalist system and its
compartmentalisation of people, places and events. This definition and concept is
applicable to the inhuman and dehumanising caste system prevalent in India, since ancient
times. The caste system is a “ruling apparatus’ that categorises human beings, based on
criteria enshrined in texts like Manusmriti. It sanctions the discriminatory positioning of
human beings at several hierarchical levels in Indian society, based on their birth in a

particular caste or jati.
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acclaimed novels on Dalit life, with special emphasis on the repression and exploitation,
encountered by Dalit women. Her first novel Pazhaiyana Kazhithalum was published
in 1989 and the author herself translated the book into English. The English translation
was published as The Grip of Change in 2006. Pazhaiyana Kazhithalum was the
first Tamil novel by a Dalit woman writer, a categorisation that P. Sivakami strongly
rejects and prefers, not to use. The Dalit women characters in Sivakami’s The Grip of
Change are subjected to multiple, intersecting, patriarchal hegemonies. They retain their
resilience in the face of extreme violence and use various strategies to subvert patriarchy
and survive. The novel will be analysed from the perspective of the theories of transnational
feminism.

P. Sivakami’s The Grip of Change will be studied by using certain aspects of
the theory of earthy humanness, as explicated by Dr. Roja Singh in the chapter
“Sprouting in Transnational Feminism: Earthy Humanness in Dalit Women” from her
book Spotted Goddesses: Dalit Women’s Agency-Narratives on Caste and Gender
Violence.Roja Singh is a visiting Assistant Professor of women and gender studies at St.
John Fisher College, Rochester, New York. She researches the daily struggles and
survival tactics evolved and developed by Dalit women in rural Tamil Nadu to counter
hegemonic forces, that strive to crush them. Her research on the actual oral narratives of
Dalit women in Tamil Nadu helps in understanding the indomitable spirit of resilience
displayed by Dalit women. Singh writes in the Prologue to her book Spotted Goddesses:
Dalit Women’s Agency-Narratives on Caste and Gender Violence that, “in their
brokenness, rising from within a mortar as splatter narratives dodging a pounding pestle,
Dalit women’s voices take root in experiential meanings” (12).

Sivakami’s The Grip of Change depicts the life of Dalit women in rural Tamil
Nadu. The novel dismantles several stereotypical assumptions about Dalit women’s
lack of assertion and their passive subjugation. Female characters in Sivakami’s novel
assert themselves and demand their right to a safe, dignified, independent existence,
whenever possible. They are unafraid of back breaking hard work and are prepared to
relentlessly persist for a better life. They are determined to forge a life for themselves
and proceed to do this in subtle and not-so-subtle ways. These women are not pale,
submissive, wraith like creatures who go down quietly and passively, in the face of
insurmountable odds.
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Dalit women are placed at the bottom of the hierarchical patriarchal system that
arbitrarily increases their social invisibility when they demand better living conditions,
higher wages and safety and security. Ironically, this does not in any way affect their
sexual visibility and their being subjected to violent sexual assault. Both upper caste and
Dalit patriarchy invade the narrow space allocated to Dalit women and exploit them,
sexually and otherwise, either in collusion or separately. Dalit women are denied basic
rights, and deprived of a respectable means of livelihood. They are deprived of the right
to education, right to hygienic basic amenities, right to freedom of movement, right to
safety and equality. Their gender and their caste make them extremely vulnerable to
sexual predators and different types of physical and mental exploitation.

Despite the overwhelming odds against them, Dalit women have continuously
evolved ways and means to counter these intersecting patriarchal forces. Dalit women’s
daily lives are based on ensuring the safety and well-being of themselves and their entire
community. They face unprecedented and often unimaginably cruel violence at the hands
of the upper caste men and the men of their own community. Scholar-activists like Roja
Singh study the interconnection between gender and caste. Singh firmly believes that
Dalit women adapt to difficult circumstances and devise their own survival strategies to
subvert patriarchy.

She states clearly that to foreground Dalit women’s resilient attitude and their
assertion of agency, she does not use words like “down’ or “bottom” (12) to refer to
their underprivileged and vulnerable position in the caste hierarchy and general society.
She prefers to use words like “broken” and “ground” (12) to refer to Dalit women.
Singh further explains that, “In their broken state, Dalits- especially Dalit women who
are most subject to violence —desire, demand, create, and sustain positive changes that
confirm human dignity” (12). Singh has explained her theory of earthy humanness in
the chapter ““Sprouting in Transnational Feminism: Earthy Humanness in Dalit Women™
in her book Spotted Goddesses: Dalit Women's Agency-Narratives on Caste and
Gender Violence. Singh writes:

This earthy humanness grounded in lived experiences reveals inner
tensions and struggles of daily lives where a meshing of submission and
resistance forms the core of a change-seeking restlessness to counter
a culture of violence and punishment leading to result-based activism.
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Spaces of restlessness lead to a kinesis of deep desires and actions to
instate claims to human rights into their daily lives as a rightful way of life.
19)

The Grip of Change begins with Thangam, a young Dalit widow, arriving at the
house of the influential local Paraya leader Kathamuthu. Thangam’s body is bruised and
battered, but her spirit is defiant and indomitable. She belongs to the village of Puliyur,
and she had been brutally beaten up by the upper caste men of her locality, outside her
corner hut, in the cheri. She had screamed out in pain, when they dragged her out by her
hair and beat her up. Her screams had attracted the attention of the other members of the
cheri and the attackers had fled. The people of the cheri tried to pacify her, but she
rejected their help. They had always sidelined her, after the death of her husband and had
not supported her even when she was deprived of her husband’s land by her predatory
brothers-in-law. Her husband’s brothers had wanted her to give in to their sexual advances.
But she had resisted them for three years and they had refused to part with her share of
her dead husband’s property. The people of the cheri had not supported her and she had
been surviving in extremely difficult circumstances. Forced by hunger and poverty
Thangam had sought work in the fields owned by the upper caste landowner, Paranjothi
Udayar.

The old and lascivious Udayar had observed her while she was working in his
fields, and then one day, he had pounced upon her. He had forced himself on her and
raped her, despite her stiff resistance. Soon, he made it a habit, and Thangam had to
succumb to the old man’s predatory advances. Thangam had “hated succumbing to the
loathsome old man’s lust. She sobbed with anger sitting in the field” (33). But she was a
hapless victim of circumstances. She depended on the wages provided by him for her
survival, and despite being disgusted, she had to give in to him. Sivakami writes that
“Thereafter, he made it a routine to have sex with her and slake his lust whenever possible
—in the motor shed or in the fields. She no longer resisted him. There was no choice”
(34). Soon other members of her community referred to her as “Paranjothi’s concubine”

(6).

News of this sexual liaison reached the ears of Udayar’s wife and she informed
her brothers and brothers-in-law. Udayar’s wife and brothers did not think about
confronting Udayar. They held Thangam responsible for everything and she was beaten
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up by four hefty men, under cover of darkness. The poor, desperate, lonely, vulnerable
Dalit widow had been isolated, raped, exploited and physically assaulted by all the
predatory men around her, irrespective of their caste and class. Thangam does not
passively succumb to the beatings and the insufferable violence. She seethes with anger
after the violent physical and verbal abuse, and then decides to meet Kathamuthu. She
is determined to seek his help in lodging a police complaint against the upper caste men
who had mercilessly beaten her for no fault of her own. Her rage and determination to
seek succor and relief for the injustice meted out to her, by the upper caste men had
spurred her on to walk alone, throughout the night, and arrive at Kathamuthu’s village of
Athur, a distance of six kilometres from Puliyur. She arrived at his home at dawn and
waited patiently to meet him.

Kathamuthu sees Thangam and she shows him her bruised body. He and his
two wives and two children are shocked at the sight of Thangam’s battered body. She
tells Kathamuthu that she has arrived at his home to seek his help and support to punish
her attackers. Thangam has what Roja Singh refers to as a “change-seeking
restlessness”. This “change-seeking restlessness” 1s a feature of Singh’s concept of
earthy humanness. It drives Dalit women to relentlessly pursue the basic human rights
that are denied to them because of their gender and caste. They resiliently fight for these
rights every single day. Sivakami depicts Thangam’s struggle for a dignified life of safety
and freedom from exploitation. Thangam’s character and her strategies for survival are
an example of what Singh refers to as “meshing of submission and resistance” (19).

Thangam uses submission and resistance or a blend of both, in her life, to survive
the vagaries of a desperate and perpetually fraught existence. She had been cowering in
a corner of the house when Kathamuthu sees her in the early morning light. His enquiry
to her regarding her arrival at his house results in Thangam railing at her abusers. She
says, “What can I say? May they be hanged. May they go to hell. The ground will open
up and swallow you. You’ll eat mud. Bastards! You abused a helpless woman. You
curs! Come Now! Come and lick. ..”” (4). Angry and frustrated, she vociferously threatens
and abuses her attackers in the presence of Kathamuthu, the shrewd negotiator and
influential local Dalit leader. Thangam is a poor, young Dalit widow and nobody cares
about the plight of poor, vulnerable sections of society, especially women. She knows
that she will not be able to ensure just desserts for her abusers if she goes to the police
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station alone, and unaccompanied. So she had come to Kathamuthu, so that he would
ensure justice for her. Thangam calls him, “My savior Sami! To whom can I tell this, but
you? That’s why I came running all this distance, all through the night, to see you. See
what those rascals did to me” (4). Then she removed her sari to reveal her wounded and
bloodied body.

Thangam’s plight is unremarkable, but her spirit is indomitable. She is the epitome
of resilience and demands justice and relief for the wounds inflicted upon her body and
soul. Kathamuthu asks her to explain her condition and she tells him the sordid and
familiar tale of upper caste abuse and sexual exploitation. She also reveals the merciless
attitude of Dalit patriarchy that resulted in her impoverished situation. She says that she
could not file a complaint or a case against her husband’s brothers, “How could I fight
them? I couldn’t go to court. Who can spend that much money? Even if  had won, I
wouldn’t be able to take care of my share of land in peace, not with everyone hating me.
I'am a single woman now” (6). Kathamuthu refuses to believe Thangam because she is
a childless Dalit widow. He devalues her pain and the violence perpetrated upon her, by
crudely questioning her, “All right, it happened. Now tell me, why didn’t you go after
someone of our caste? It is because you chose that upper caste fellow, that four men
could come and righteously beat you up. Don’t you like our chaps?” (7). Shocked by
Kathamuthu’s words, Thangam vehemently refutes his allegations and his vulgar words.
She says to Kathamuthu that Udayar had raped her and she had tried, in vain, to resist
him. She says to Kathamuthu, .. .I want those men who beat me up to fall at my feet and
plead” (8).

Earthy humanness is present in Thangam’s attempt to challenge an apathetic
and cruel system of ““violence and punishment” (19). She challenges the upper caste and
Dalit patriarchy by asserting her demand for justice and need for revenge against all who
had brutalised her. She is in a very difficult and desperate position because of her gender
and her lowly caste status, but that does not in any way reduce her to passive submission
and quiet acceptance of her situation. Thangam may be illiterate and ignorant about the
rules and procedure of law, but this does not impede her defiance and her quest for
justice. She realises that she is grossly underprivileged and that the system may not grant
her due reprieve. But Thangam refuses to be cowed down and relegated to the margins;
a silent victim of untold oppression and suffering. Rather, she foregrounds herself, by
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arriving at Kathamuthu’s house and compelling him to file a complaint on her behalf in
the police station. She remains unfazed by Kathamuthu’s rude words and is in fact,
supported by Kathamuthu’s wives, who sharply rebuke him for his crudity.

The odds are against her, but she is determined to assert her agency and through
the blending of “submission and resistance”, she is able to make Kathamuthu negotiate
with the upper caste men and get a paltry compensation of ten thousand rupees. Thangam
is provided refuge by Kathamuthu in his home. He also borrows money from the
compensation provided to her by Paranjothi Udayar. In course of time, Thangam becomes
his concubine. Despite all these vicissitudes, Thangam manages to ensure a modicum of
safety and dignity for herself by staying on in Kathamuthu’s house. Thangam is aware
that it is impossible for her to survive safely, and lead a dignified existence on her own
terms, in a society that consigns her to the farthest margins and refuses to treat her as
anything but a sexual object. She forges a life for herself within Kathamuthu’s home and
gradually oversees his fields and workers. Thus, despite her displacement by upper
caste and Dalit patriarchy, she ensures a better life for herself, through her resilience and

assertion.
WORKS CITED

Mohanty, Chandra Talpade. Feminism Without Borders: Decolonizing Theory,
PracticingSolidarity. New Delhi, Zubaan.2003.

Singh, Jebaroja. Spotted Goddesses: Dalit Women's Agency-Narratives on Caste

and Gender Violence (Contributions to Transnational Feminism). Lit Verlag.
2018.

Sivakami, P. The Grip of Change. Orient Blackswan, 2009.

Smith, Dorothy. The Everyday as Problematic: A Feminist Sociology. Boston.
Northeastern University Press. 1987.

INTERDISCIPLINARY RESEARCH JOURNALS FOR HUMANITIES:



Incoherent Truths: The ‘Mad Woman’in Triveni’s
Psychoanalytical Fiction

V. Dr. Sushma Murthy
Associate Professor of English

Christ Deemed to be University, Bangalore

In her short life of thirty five years, Triveni (Anasuya Shankar), wrote brilliant
fictional work in Kannada which foregrounded the struggles of women in post-
independence India, straddling oft-conflicting roles of tradition and modernity. Out of
her stupendous collection of twenty one novels and three collections of short stories,
four works undertake phenomenal analysis of psycho-cultural aspects of mental illness,
especially among women. Triveni herself foregrounds these novels— Bekkina Kannu,
Doorada Betta, Mucchida Baagilu and Sharapanjara as ‘Psychoanalytical’. This
article is an attempt to highlight how Triveni employs the popular genre of women’s
fiction to give greater visibility and exigency to concerns of women’s mental illness.

Triveni’s greatest contribution to feminist literature in Kannada is her sensitive
handling of a highly cognitive, rational subject, namely Clinical Psychiatry, through
psychoanalytical narrative; she combines a highly scientific approach to what society
terms as ‘madness’ or ‘insanity’ with subjective, individual voices of the abject who are
shut in, therefore, shut out. Her specific focus is on women whose mental instabilities
arise from psycho-cultural demands of the multiple roles which define and essentialise
them within boundaries of accepted notions of the feminine.

Psycho-analysis became a significant discourse for study of human conditions
at the turn of the 20" century after Sigmund Freud’s publication of Interpretation of
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Dreams. Discourses emerging from the Freudian bulwark challenged the Descartian
notion of body versus mind apart from bridging the gap between psychological and
material realms of culture and society. Freud’s life practice on psychological conditions
such as hysteria were already narrativised by Victorian writers, mostly women, in fiction.
Psychoanalytical feminist literature thus preceded and contributed to psycho-analytical
feminism in 20" century as much as women’s writing did to larger feminist movements
across the world. Women’s fiction is one of the most discursive and powerful ways of
critiquing socio-cultural practices concerning the feminine gender. Often dismissed as
women'’s writing in the 19" and early 20™ centuries, it challenges the notion of feminism
inits radical, expressivist, dialectical and oppositional, non-institutional forms. Women’s
fiction demonstrates multiple ways of women’s resistance, often emerging from within
the very cultural milieu that it contextualizes and critiques. Popular fiction particularly
continues to be not taken seriously enough to constitute ‘literature’. Within the rubric of
postmodern, dialogic feminisms, it becomes increasingly important to question the
canonicity of women’s literature and approach women’s heterogeneous narratives as
‘texts’ that open up possibilities of reading in a continuum. To this end, this article goes
back to one of the most brilliant writers of women’s popular fiction in India — Triveni,
with an attempt to re-examine her treatment of social realism under the lens of psycho-
cultural readings of women’s lives during her time. Much of her work highlights questions
that have become pertinent to postcolonial and neo-colonial questions of women’s
identities in India today, including concerns of tradition and modernity (in the context of
globalisation), non-heteronormative gender identities of masculinity and femininity, and
the politics of institutionalized violence (marital rape, sexual harassment, domestic violence
and emotional trauma emerging from demand of conformity or/and deviance)

Women’s Writing in Kannada

Women’s Writing in Kannada has a long tradition, one which easily belies the
notion that early women writers in Kannada wrote only about domestic issues. Kannada
women writers have written on a range of topics varying from history and mythology to
science and religion. Through the Navodaya, Pragatisheela, Navya and Navyottara
movements in modern Kannada literature, women have increasingly written about gender
difference, social discrimination based on caste, ethnicity and class, questions of sexuality,
institutionalized male violence and issues of discrimination based on non-equity. Significant
genres include poetry, short stories, the romantic novel and the social novel of realism. It
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is disheartening to note that most introductions to Kannada literature and movements
leave out women or categorize them separately under women’s writing.

Locating Triveni in Kannada and Indian Literatures

Triveni, born Anasuya (1928-63), published twenty novels and three short story
collections in the last decade of her short life. Her most famous work, Sharapanjara,
was published posthumously. Like much of women’s fiction which is used to essentialise
women’s writing, Triveni’s works are rarely recognized or read beyond the genre of
popular fiction of her times. In this context, research on Triveni’s works is imminent to
feminist criticism in India which is often circumscribed by western, radical notions of
feminism and women’s writing. Novels of social realism by women are often watered
down by the term ‘women’s fiction’ or ‘romantic novel’. It is important to note why
Triveni continues to be one among the most popular women writers in Kannada and
perhaps one of the most adapted and translated into other languages and the medium of
film. Susie Tharu and J. Lalitha observe,

The central focus of Triveni’s novels are women. She explores, with considerable
insight, the psychological problems faced by middle-class women at different
stages in life, and is particularly interested in societies in which women’s social
status, their educational backgrounds, and their psychological involvements are
rapidly changing. Triveni sets the individual against a background of the social
forces that determine her experience and investigates the origins, especially within
the structure of the family, of women’s tensions and behaviour. (286)

Triveni’s oeuvre ranges from social issues faced by middle-class women in post-colonial
‘modern’ contexts to psycho-social concerns of women under increasing, often conflicting
demands of femininity. With the ensuing growth of industrialization and urbanization,
women’s spaces were transformed. While educational reforms and increasing participation
of women in active employment enabled women to redefine themselves, their relationship
with larger social structures and institutions such as family continued to be defined primarily
in traditional terms. Triveni’s work clearly underlines women’s role in the transformation
of cultural values and value systems. Private and public spaces (hitherto dominated by
men) do not just converge, but are redefined in the process of changing roles of femininities
and masculinities
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Locating Triveni: The Continuum of her Narrative Voice

During the first half of the 20 Century, first and second generations of women
who wrote fiction were invariably influenced by the college and university education they
obtained, largely defined by Western approaches and movements. The impact of the
first wave of feminism in Western Europe and America coupled with the immense amount
of literature emerging from psycho-analytical theory is evident in women’s fiction, including
the romantic novel and the novel of social realism. Progressive movements in India
concerning inheritance of property, marriage laws and choice of exercising motherhood
find reflection in women’s fictions in the vernacular. Widow re-marriage , women’s
education, and conflicting demands of traditional roles and modernity are specific concerns
raised by women’s popular fiction. Among Kannada popular fiction writers, Triveni’s
specific focus on women’s psychological problems is of significant interest, not only
because of the futuristic approach she takes towards handling of a variety of women’s
concerns, but remarkably due to the fact that her narratives were re-created and re-
presented on celluloid and continue to be reiterated through multiple texts. Triveni’s
novels went on to become some of the most vociferous women-centric films in Kannada
cinema and ushered in an era of brilliant feminist narratives on celluloid, almost conspicuous
in its absence for the past two decades. Triveni, Puttana Kanagal and Kalpana continue
to be an invincible triad in the history of Kannada cinema. More recent representations
of Kalpana, for instance, including a bio-pic, Abhinetri, foreground her performance as
Kaveri of Triveni’s Sharapanjara

Female Psyche and Psychological Persipience:

All four psychoanalytical novels of Triveni are directly psychoanalytical in nature
and go into realms of Abnormal Psychology. Both plot and setting consist of mental
hospitals, psychiatric intervention and actual clinical processes of treatment, parallel to
situations within institutions of family, marriage, religion, education and law in varying
degrees. Through these novels, Triveni questions the binary of ‘sane’, accepted lives
which conform to society and ‘insane’, abject lives who are considered deviants and live
‘outside’ society.

Assignificant point to be noted is the spectrum of characters Triveni introduces
across texts. Although these novels centre around women’s issues, Triveni contextualizes
conditions pertaining to both masculinities and femininities within institutionalized norms

of conformity and deviance. Readers thus get insights into texts around a hysterical
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woman, not just a hysterical woman’s story. Questions of gender conformity emerge in
novels such as Mucchida Bagilu where one of the patients feels trapped within a man’s
body and is unable to live up to society’s expectations. Triveni demonstrates how people
of different classes and castes, religions and backgrounds suffer from abjection of society
at varying levels due to the inability to comprehend their assigned roles in society. Clinical
mental conditions have their roots in hegemonic cultural practices. The mental home thus
becomes an ironic critique of socio-cultural practices and the madness that actually lies
outside its walls. The mad man or woman is imperative to the creation of a ‘sane’ society.
The abject becomes the founding principle for consolidating subjects within a society or
social group. In effect, Triveni is questioning: Who is the abject? Who is actually mad?

The novels also demonstrate the stigma attached to mental conditions and patients
and society’s resistance to accept the mentally ‘ill” although ironically, it is the source and
perpetrator. Post-mental trauma, even if patients are mentally healthy to resume social
roles, institutions are most of the time unaccepting, and worse still, aggravate pre-trauma
conditions. Kaveri in Sharapanjara is an example of how social milieus which do not
accept either the mental conditions or recovery, fail to take back recovered patients into
their homes and familial roles. In the case of women in the first part of the 20" century,
this becomes a blatant disregard for a women’s basic human rights as most of them are
dependent of traditional systems (homes into which they are married, husbands, in-laws,
neighbours and community) for sustenance in the absence of education or training for a
living. Through mental illness, Triveni foregrounds questions of marriage and widowhood,
motherhood and the choice of pregnancy, abortion and family planning, domestic violence,
sexual harassment including pre-adolescent sex and marital rape, and larger questions of
women’s purity by way of virginity and chastity. Filial relationships are explored in Bekkina
Kannu and the notion of daughterhood in the absence of socially sanctioned motherhood.
Both step-mother’s and daughter’s roles are challenged and the step-mother’s green
cateyes act as a metaphor for the critique of social construction of motherhood. Doorada
Betta focuses on questions of widow-remarriage and underlines the internalization of
the notion of marriage by young girls at a tender age, psychologically, through concepts
of purity, fidelity and chastity. Between women who are forced to re-marry in the name
of modernity and women who carry the guilt of remarriage even after exercising a choice,
Triveni highlights the absence of total agency for women in either case and the existential
angst of validating womanhood through acceptance or denial of remarriage. In her article
“Inaugurating a (Feminine) Public: Women’s Romances in Kannada, 1950s—1960s”,
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Radhika. Phighlights how women’s fiction after independence underlines the paradox of

Indian response to western notions of modernity:

“...on the one hand the novels align with the state in their articulation of
‘subjectivity’ in terms of ‘citizen’, ‘individual” and ‘rights’. On the other hand,
‘subjectivity’in terms of the ‘non-rational’ destabilises the former. The non-rational
is revealed in a narrative technique that shows the women protagonists’
psychological conflicts as persistent, recurring and irresolvable, infusing the
narrative with ‘hysterical excess’ (85)

All four novels examine the thin line that imposes the artificial binary between conformity
and deviance. Mucchida Bagilu (closed door) is symbolic of how madness is at once
displacement from larger institutional roles of society and an insight into the hegemonic
nature of society’s roles. A closed door appears to hide or close the world behind it from
one side, but from the other side, it reveals. People who are shut in, away from the world
reveal why they are shut out and the nature of the world that shut them out.

Acclose reading of available secondary material on Triveni reveals that she is the
first Kannada writer to reveal the inner machinations of culture in women’s psyche. The
basis for the psychological ‘disorders’ faced by women is often a result of the psycho-
cultural conditioning of women through institutionalized narratives and roles assigned to
women since childhood. Sudhir Kakar reveals the complicit texture of culture interwoven
into processes of socio-linguistic development of a child into accepted norms of adulthood.
In The Inner World: A Psychoanalytic Study of Childhood and Society in India,
Kakar underlines the psychological basis for cultural identity and the narrativization of
culture as the continuing trope defining individual identities. To this effect, women re-
enact myths founded in the archetypes of virgin, mother-goddess, pativrata (fidelity
towards the husband) and altruistic principles of the feminine. Mental disorders in women
are therefore essentially constituted as the inability of women to conform to these archetypal
roles and associated behaviours. The hysterical subject, Kaveri, in Triveni’s
Sharapanjara is thus a monstrosity who is not considered fit to take up the ‘normal’
roles of wife and mother after her return from the mental care institution. The role of myth
in constituting the psycho-cultural understanding of the feminine is apparent in Doorada
Betta where widow re-marriage is psychologically unacceptable to the protagonist
irrespective of the fact that her natal family and immediate community is open to the idea.
What is socially acceptable due to advancement in women’s education and their entry
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into the public world through careers is still morally reprehensible to the psyche of a
woman whose feminine identity is constructed in childhood through the symbolic narrative
myths of Sita, Tara and Ahalya. As Sudhir Kakar states, “Much of the teaching and
transmission of Hindu cultural values to the next generation takes place through the
narration of stories and parables by mothers, grandmothers, and others in the circle of
the extended family” (43). Contrastingly, the choice of widow remarriage and a career is
not available to Rama, the female protagonist in Hoovu Hannu due to poverty and the
absence of a family and education. The social ostracization of prostitution seems all too
ironic when society refuses to accord respect and safety to women who have no financial

support and institutional backing from the family.

As a student of Psychology, Triveni is able to integrate elements of clinical
psychiatry with psychoanalytical insights into the mental stress which women undergo in
an attempt to break free from psycho-culturally entrenched traditional roles of marriage
and motherhood. The mantle of guilt is often inwardly worn by women although social
conditions force women to be victimized or vindicate their human rights as individuals.
B.P. Ashakumari highlights how the psychological dilemma of being a woman is apparent
in Triveni’s psychoanalytical fiction: “A woman who aspires for phenomena beyond
socially accepted values experiences mental tensions. This leads her to an intense feeling
that she is doing something wrong and should rectify it. Unconsciously, as an outcome of
this guilt, certain circumstances manifest unconsciously in the absence of an open channel
for hidden emotions.” (34)

Conclusion

Literature often contributes to a deeper understanding of human concerns, allowing one
to go beyond rational, visible notions of reality to the inner workings of subjective
experience. Triveni’s psychoanalytical works humanize the mentally ill and reveal what
society terms ‘madness’ as a condition created by its very own complex mechanisms of
the normative and transgressive. Triveni’s psychoanalytical work can thus be constituted
as a significant political, feminist writing practice that establishes women’s psychogenic

experience as a critical space for dismantling established ways of knowing and being.
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Abstract

The short story, “It Was the Nightingale”, is guilty of going ahead with her
career neglecting her family life, Hema of “A wall is safer” is guilty of giving importance
to family by sacrificing her career. It is the story of a self-effacing wife who has sacrificed
her career for the sake of her husband. Hema, the protagonist is a lawyer by profession.
When her husband is transferred to a village to do research in agriculture, she accompanies
him to that remote village and hence forgoes her career as a lawyer. She tries to feel
satisfied with her way of life but has a trace of dissatisfaction for her condition. She even
envies her husband when he comes home tired, satisfied and full of what he has been
doing. This paper focuseson her inner conflict.

Key words: Psychology, conflict, envy, sacrifice

Through the story, Deshpande tries to project the sacrifices women need to
make for the sake of family and their psychological turmoil in the process. On considering
the other factors, she gets ready to relinquish her career. She suffers of agoraphobia and
is frightened of open spaces. Her traditional mind does not allow her to accept the

INTERDISCIPLINARY RESEARCH JOURNALS FOR HUMANITIES:



house without a wall. Hence she feels it is foolish to sit inside the house in order to avoid
dangers. On the whole she is presented as a woman in a conflict regarding the justification
of her act of forgoing her career for a happy, married life.

She regards that anybody should do a few fairness to their education by putting
it to perform. So she questions Hema whether she is happy or not. Though she knows
that her husband has an affair she is not discouraged. She keeps her life going without
caring for him.

The psychological struggle a young widow faces when she is sexually exploited
by her own family members and her dilemma when a physically challenged person
proposes to marry her is portrayed in the story A Man and a Woman. Her son Ramesh
is only four years of age. Jayanth’s father asks him to stay in their house to make amends
for his loss. When Jayanth dies, Lalitha does not feel a big difference in her life as she did
not enjoy life with her husband.

Initially she is unaware of the stigma attached to widowhood and pities Jayanth
who has died at such a young age. She understands her real situation only when she is
criticized by her mother-in-law for buying a colorful sari and for laughing aloud. With her
affable behavior she has unknowingly aroused the feelings of Ajit, her younger brother-
in - law who is seventeen years of age. Nor does she try to bring him to senses but fully
cooperates with him and succumbs to him. She uses Ajit as a vehicle to quench her
sexual thirst. She doesn’t feel either guilty or embarrassed and tries to be normal with
him as if nothing has happened. Only after the second consummation, she realizes her
mistake and feels guilty of her act and cries bitterly. Only then Manu realizes that it is his
“D-Day” and he must try to remove the apprehensions of Lalitha and in the process
must remove the bitterness in his life..

The story deals with the problem of Indian women married off to men working
abroad. In many cases, for a variety of reasons like looking after the ailing in-law, or not
getting a visa, the wives stay back either in their maternal home or with their in-laws. In
such a situation if they learn anything about their husband’s treachery their condition
becomes pathetic. Deepa in “Travel Plans” faces a similar situation and undergoes the
suffering all alone. Deepa is married to Shriram who is working in U.S. Shriram’s mother
is an SLE (Systemic Lupus Erythematosus) patient and hence Deepa is left with her in-
laws to take care of them. Deepa has been working in a travel agency that arranges

foreign tours.
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Shashi Deshpande observed that most of her women characters build harmonious
relationship in a spirit of give-and-take and in a mood of compromise and understanding.
They undergo the process of transformation and change their perspective to cope with
life that remains the same. They do not change the situation but change their outlook.
This is the common thread found in many of her short stories. A woman who has a
successful career must be willing to give it up in favor of her husband’s and this sacrifice
is taken as a matter of fact. In such a context, the decision to get on at work implies
doubts, remorse, and a deep sense of guiltin “It Was the Nightingale”. A Hindu wife may
even sacrifice her sexual life if her husband’s ideals require it as mentioned in “The First
Lady”. Like this, since ancient times, women have been segregated, codified and victimized
on the basis of their sex. Their sex has been a site over which patriarchy is relentlessly
playing out its game of discrimination and discernment.

Woven around the experience of a honeymooning couple, the story is about the
emotional and physical shock which the female protagonist has to undergo, when her
husband sexually assaults her. She finds her agony that her body has been intruded in the
process. A Liberated Woman is another story demarcating the physical abuse in marital
relationships. The title itself is ironical, because here the wife even lacks this freedom to
earn more than her husband. Love making for her becomes an exercise in sadism, An
Antidote to Boredom shows another dimension of a marriage where a married woman
is seen to be alienated from her husband who loves being in love with his rigid schedule
of work.

Women’s writings bear the authentic signatures of their experience; open before
us a new vista, and wherever one will realize however societies and traditions have
compete a subversive role in relegating a lady to a secondary position. The short stories
concerned during this paper depict home as example of society, that however it becomes
the nucleus around that the feminine protagonists revolve; volitionally, every now and
then unwillingly, at different times, unwilling; generally out of compulsion and at different
times, out of helplessness. Role of mother also can be rife with conflicts and issues that
aren’t too totally different from those of any western woman. Deshpande portrays mothers,
who due to a strong feeling of self-devaluation consider themselves intruders in their
own family and strangers to their own daughters in “Why a Robin”. They are perceived
as warning signals by their daughters, with an expensive inner world that appears to be
of no can try and separate from their model. Shashi Deshpande’s female characters are

women with a rich inner world which seems to be of no interest for their husbands, and
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children. Nevertheless they neither rebel nor protest against it and would rather choose
cooperation in order that their acquainted structures stay intact.
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Abstract

The tales get twisted as they travel through word of mouth and paper is an
incorrigible certitude. But this retelling and revising of stories across generations have
birthed some of the evergreen elements recurring in literature. It all began when a new
literary genre was reinvented in the late 17th century by Charles Perrault, a French
writer. Published in his compendium titled Tales of Mother Goose, ‘fairy tales’ were
originally written to entertain the aristocrats and the gentry of the French chateaux. These
tales were later passed on to the rest of Europe until each one received its fair share of
modification. This research advocates supplementary readings on the topic and employa
structuralist theory along with paradigmatic analysis to arrive at meaningful inferences.
Using an archetypal approach to identify the key features in select literary works that are
representative of those in fairy tales is another method undertaken by the writer. This
paper attempts to bring forth new ideas that justify this influence and ventures to discern
its purview in future adaptations as well.

Keywords: fairy tales, folk tales, evolution of fantasies

The wake of the twelfth and thirteenth centuries saw the rise of wandering minstrels
or entertainers, called jongleurs, who travelled from place to place to amuse the common
people with their stories, poetry recitations, and other performances. Such oral traditions
facilitated the growth of culture as age-old beliefs, myths, and folktales were shared
among people giving them a sense of identity and belonging. Later, in the fifteenth and
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sixteenth centuries, the Renaissance writers included some of the stories in their works
thus setting them down on paper. With the invention of the printing press around the
same time, the tales were given wings of their own. In this way, the genre of fairy tales
bloomed across the world. It is agreed among scholars that the genre has its roots in the
folklore of any given place.

Fairy tale, as a literary form, was crystallised by the French baroness, Marie
Catherine d’ Aulnoy, who published 26 original fairy tales in 1690 and coined her work,
conte de fée. However, most fairy tales as we know them today were collected and
compiled by various writers in Europe throughout the seventeenth and eighteenth centuries
who gave shape to the English fairy tales that are still widely read and cherished by both
children and adults. Charles Perrault, the French writer, is considered the ‘father of fairy
tales’ unofficially because of his pioneering contributions to the genre. He collected
folktales and compiled them in his work titled, Les Contes de ma Mére I’Oye, which is
translated as, ‘Tales of Mother Goose’, in 1697. The well-known tales of Cinderella,
Puss in Boots, Blue Beard and Sleeping Beauty are included in this book. A few years
later, the Brothers Grimm collected the folktales of the divided German regions in an
effort to unify the nation by popularizing their culture, in their compendium, Children’s
and Household Tales in 1812. But these were rather grim renditions that were dubbed
down with every new edition published until 1857. During the nineteenth century, Hans
Christian Andersen, a Danish writer, included a number of fairy tales in his volumes
written for children.

Maria Tatar, Professor of German Studies at Harvard University, simplifies the
reasons for the constant retellings of fairy tales. Firstly, they are birthed in oral traditions
and hence they are not consistent as people tend to create modifications in the way they
are narrated each time, considering the difference in dialect and culture within a nation.
Secondly, these tales get passed down from generation to generation, from place to
place, and from word of mouth to print. This handing down can be likened to the process
of inheritance of genes from the parent to the offspring which is accompanied by the
occurrence of slight variations during the transfer. This provides the basis for the evolution
of fairy tales through the years. This dynamic nature of fairy tales facilitates their
manipulation in literature and other media.

In 1928, the Soviet folklorist Vladimir Propp published Morphology of the
Folktale, abook that paved way for the study of a new and significant theory. Propp
based his research on a body of Russian fairy tales (though not strictly restricted) and
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attempted to break down elements of the stories, otherwise called narrative factors. He
then reduced them to fundamental pieces of action, similar to the breaking down of
matter into irreducible particles called atoms. In this way, Propp identified thirty-one
structural units, or what he called “functions”, that formed the building blocks of any
story within the span of his research. These functions or ‘narratemes’ take place in a
given chronological order even when only a few of them were found in a given work. He
also defined seven characters with regard to the “spheres of action” they belong to.

For this study, Propp employed a strict structuralistic approach and paradigmatic
analysis for which he received much criticism from his contemporaries. He detached the
literary works from their influences, that is, he disregarded the impacts of the author’s
preconceptions or the societal, and historical inspirations. Perhaps, this kind of analysis
inspired critics like Levi Strauss, Roland Barthes, and Claude Bremond. Not to mention,
it also revived the brief Russian Formalism and helped understand narratology. The
influence of this theory is so profound that it can be successfully applied to many narratives
and stories in the literary canon that were written much later, provided a similar approach
is used. By extending the Proppian model to other literary works, it is possible to trace
their similarities with fairy tales of yore. This idea is already encouraged in the book,
Morphology of the Folktale, whose English translation appeared three decades after
its original Russian version:

Propp’s analysis should be useful in analyzing the structure of literary forms (such
as novels and plays), comic strips, motionpicture and television plots, and the like.
In understanding the interrelationship between folklore and literature, and between
folklore and the mass media,... (Introduction to the Second Edition, p. Xiv)

This argument can be justified with the help of the example of the novel of manners,
Pride and Prejudice, written by Jane Austen. It was published in 1813 which suggests
a considerable gap in time between the writing of the novel and of fairy tales. Itis said
that Jane Austen drew inspiration from many writers such as Shakespeare (many references
to Shakespearean plays are found in Austen’s works), Milton, Fanny Burney (her portrayal
of intelligent and witty female characters), and Samuel Richardson (heavy influence on
Austen’s epistolary form of writing). Particularly in Pride and Prejudice, the conversations
between the male and female leads are found to resemble those between the protagonists
of William Congreve’s The Way of the World.

By breaking down the novel into basic elements, parallelism can be drawn between the

story and Propp’s proposition. To begin with, the familiar opening line of the novel,
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“It is a truth universally acknowledged, that a single man in possession of a good
fortune, must be in want of a wife.”

is praised for its wit and generality. Yet, that it is representative of the ‘happily-ever-
after’ factor found in fairy tales, is often ignored. The statement in itself is an explicit
revelation of a possible epilogue to the story, the marriage of the male and female
protagonists, which is present as the concealed goal in fairy tales, the endings of which
usually feature the union of the hero/prince and the maiden in marriage. But this fact
being stated from a woman’s perspective is one of the few well-marked deviations. Mr.
Fitzwilliam Darcy, the distinguished hero of the novel, is the ultimate portrayal of Prince
Charming. This is due to his being a symbol of wealth, which is the requisite possession
that qualifies a male character for the main role in a fairy tale. There are several instances
in the novel where Darcy’s property and fortunes are discussed. Perhaps, the opening
line is also suggestive of the same. George Wickham poses threat to the smooth unfolding
of the plot in the form of the ‘false hero’, one of the seven roles mentioned in Proppian
taxonomy. Wickham enters the story when it is almost halfway through and displays a
warm, and good-humoured mien that he can easily be mistaken for the hero. This inclusion
of a counterfeit protagonist is found to be repeated in the character of Wickham, after its
frequent usage in fairy tales. However, inflexible adherence to Propp’s model requires
that the false hero be punished in the climax, which is not found to be true in the case of
Wickham. Lydia, the youngest of the Bennet sisters, initiates the conflict element as she
elopes with Wickham. This coincides with the eighth narrateme of ‘villainy and lack’
(second sphere of action), where a turning point is created and the main action of the
story begins. Following this event, the hero ventures to complete his mission after gaining
information of the trickery. Itis in this situation that Darcy displays himself as the knight-
in-shining armour not to rescue some ‘damsel in distress’, but to protect the Bennet
family from a scandalous disgrace.

In any fairy tale, the transformation of a character or an event finds an important
place and is usually accompanied by magical or supernatural features as the donor
vouchsafes the protagonist some gift or mystical power that goes beyond the scope of
the physical world. In the novel, the characters of Darcy and Wickham act as vessels for
the element of transformation. Though not paranormal their transformations are plain
and pronounced enough to feel the change in their characters. Darcy, who was a pompous
and overbearing man, gradually grew more self-effacing and amiable. This transfiguration
is not as dramatic as that of the Beast into a handsome prince, but it is discernible and
more down-to-earth. As opposed to this, Wickham goes from being a kind gentleman to
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becoming a self-absorbed mercenary. Another interesting parallel is seen in the role of
the ‘helper’ who, according to Proppian definition, can be classified as “magical helpers”,
“magical agents”, “universal helpers”, “partial helpers” and, “specific helpers”. The helper
aids the hero in his adventure or pursuit and helps him achieve the desired prize. This role
is played by Mrs. Gardiner who offers motherly support to the protagonist, Elizabeth
Bennet. On several occasions, Ms. Bennet is found to depend on Mrs. Gardiner’s practical

wisdom and rationality. In his book, Propp mentions,

“One of the most important attributes of a helper is his prophetic wisdom: the
prophetic horse, the prophetic wife, the wise lad, etc.” (Chapter VI: The Distribution
of Functions Among Dramatis Personae, p. 83)

Mrs. Gardiner predicted the change of Ms. Bennet'’s feelings for Darcy when no one else
did. Interestingly, the character of ‘helper’ is found in some other works of Austen as
well. For instance, in her last novel, Persuasion, Lady Russell plays the role of an
experienced woman full of good counsel, taking care of the female lead. However, it
must not be taken for granted that these characters are always right for they are often
quite prejudiced and hold unobjective notions. Finally, the double engagement of Jane
and Elizabeth to Mr. Bingley and Darcy, respectively, provides for the ‘happy ending’
predicted in the opening lines of the novel which is described as the last function, the
“wedding”, by Propp.

Cinderella, one of the most renowned fairy tales, can be traced back to the first
century AD, when Strabo, a Greek historian, recorded the ancient oral folktale called
Rhodopis in his book, Geographica. Since then, the story had been remodelled several
times across nations throughout history. Besides Perrault’s version called Cendrillon,
which is closest to the one that the world is familiar with today, there were around five
hundred others in Europe including Pentamerone, the first prosaic version that was
published in Italy. In the nineteenth century, the Brothers Grimm added their own variant
titled, Aschenputtel. There were also folktales without Europe, tailored with a similar
storyline, viz. the Chinese version, Yeh Xian (860 AD), and a few stories from the medieval
version of the Arabian Nights collection. No wonder so many books, films, operas,
musicals, and theatres have made endless adaptations of the fairy tale. Tellingly, more
than hundreds of novels inspired by the story of Cinderella have been published, specifically
targeting the young adult audience. One of the most familiar adaptations is Disney’s
animation movie, Cinderella (1950) which presented a rather sanitized version of Perrault’s

story.
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Cinderella (2021), the very recent retelling of the story may be the volta (or the
turning point)of the constantly evolving tale. Written and directed by the American
screenwriter and producer, Kay Cannon, the movie, a modern musical, was released on
September 3, 2021, by Amazon Studios and immediately received several backlashes
from the public. Nevertheless, it includes many significant features making it essential to
analyze the film in order to determine the future trends. In the film, Cinderella is no
passive lass locked up in the attic of a mansion but a confident and ambitious one who
has entrepreneurial dreams. Orphaned at a very young age, she lives with her stepmother
and two stepsisters but is quite independent of them. With the help of the Fabulous
Godmother, who replaces the Fairy Godmother in the picture, Cinderella is taken to the
ball where she dances with Prince Robert. Fabulous Godmother is portrayed as a gender-
agnostic person thus declaring that magic knows no gender. At the ball, the Prince’s
proposal is spurned by the maiden for the sake of her passion for dress-making, an
event unprecedented thitherto in the history of fairy tales. Contrary to the classic, the
stepmother persuades the heroine to get married to the prince so they can be financially
powerful. Also, the role of the stepmother is peculiar in that she shows a subtle
transformation in the end as she is moved by the progressive spirit of the heroine, breaking
away from the clutches of a patriarchal society that forced her to give up on her flair for
music. The movie brings a happy ending to all without an exception and Cinderella
pursues her dreams along with her prince and Princess Gwen, the sister to Prince Robert,
who demonstrates regal bearing, is made the heir apparent.

The makers of the film made sure to include the marginalized sections of people
throughout the movie by featuring black actors, gender fluid representations, and even a
bald princess too and this is a bold take on the traditional films with white-dominated
casts. While the movie retains the ingredients of an ‘oppressive stepmother’, ‘the ball’,
and ‘the glass slipper’, it is clear that it shows a marked departure from the wonted
storyline, and this divergence has much to do with women empowerment, racism, and
gender fluidity. The intersection of fairy tales and feminism has always been a subject of
interest among critics and has inspired several authors to challenge the traditional motifs
in these tales. A culmination of such subversive ideas is incorporated into the movie
making it go against the grain. However, this deviation is reminiscent of the first fairy tales
written by Marie Catherine d’ Aulnoy who wrote to free women from the shackles of
patriarchy in during her time. Regarding her heroines, Melissa Ashley, an Australian
novelist and the author of the semi-fictional biography of d’ Aulnoy titled, The Bee and
the Orange Tree, says, ‘‘the women were completely different. . .they were independent”,
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and that they go against the “very submissive female characters”. Her fairy tales talk of
audacious women who go through adventurous ordeals to protect the male characters.
Unfortunately, with the coming of the male authors, especially the Brothers Grimm, her
stories were eventually forgotten, after being criticized for their feminist attitude. This
makes Melissa Ashley propound that,

“The first fairy tales were feminist critiques of patriarchy. We need to revive their
legacy.”

Perhaps, this film has already begun the work. And the future adaptations of fairy tales
could be attempts at the revival of their prototypes or perhaps, more progressive of their
notions of humankind and society. The expectation of significant breaking away from
traditional retellings that have an imbalanced portrayal of characters and a disregard for
the rules that were set to oppress certain communities can thus be asserted.
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The Linguistic Neo-Colonialism in
Adichie’s‘Half of a Yellow Sun’ and ‘Americanah’:

AnAnalysis

Jeevan Sagar & 'Dr. Protibha Mukherjee Sahukar

Abstract

Half of a Yellow Sun and Americanah are the two masterfully crafted works
by Chimamanda Ngozi Adichie. Half of a Yellow Sunis an honest portrayal of Colonialism
in Nigeria in the Biafran war-torn period, with the linguistic Neo-Colonisation as a
predominant one. The same is represented by one of the focal characters Ugwu, whom
we find fascinated by the idea of having a command of English. Ugwu can be called the
‘lens’ through which all the happenings have been recorded. His deep-rooted passion
for chaste English is such that he just wants to listen to his master Odenigbo and at a
later stage Olanna, and would reject others on the basis of pronunciation and vocabulary.
The same tone and tenor could be visibly traced in the work ‘Americanah’. The present
paper attempts hereby that linguistic dominance and linguistic superiority by the
Europeans as well as Americans is a deliberate attempt to superimpose a lesser linguistic
identity among the colonized African countries including Nigeria.

Keywords — Neo-Colonialism, anglophile, linguistic dominance, linguistic identity,
linguistic superiority.
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Introduction

“Behind every book is a man; behind the man is the race, and behind the race
are the natural and social environments whose influence is unconsciously reflected.
These also we must know if the book is to speak its whole message. In a word,
we have now reached a point where we wish to understand as well as to enjoy
literature; and the first step, since exact definition is impossible, is to determine
some of its essential qualities.” (Long)

The above-quoted lines by W. J. Long hold such an ever-prevailing relevance that
cannot plummet from their meaning regardless of any temporal or spatial factor. An
author, despite his/her best effort, cannot but express his/her mind. This research paper
is an attempt to deliberate a few chunks of Half of a Yellow Sun, a signature piece by
Chimamanda Ngozi Adichie, and look through a running thematic aspect of linguistic
Neo-Colonialism. The entire novel revolves around the actions and psychology of three
major characters viz. Olanna, Odiniegbo and Ugwu. Ugwu’s emergence is almost
bildungsromanesgque in its nature. For this paper, the focal point would be the linguistic
bildungsroman to a certain extent.

The other equally important aspect would be the theme of Neo-Colonialism proper.
Here is an attempt to look into it through a parallel text. Let’s consider a very common
and popular nursery rhyme ‘Baa, baa, black sheep...’: -

The post-colonial critic looked at it from a different point of view:
B()a(h) B(l)a(h)... (You) Black Sheep!!!
Have you (brought) any wool (or not?) (As Tax)
Yes Sir!!! Yes Sir!!! Three bags full...
One for my master (The Local Lord /King),
One for the Dame (the Queen perhaps)

And... one...for the little one (my child — who does not have any identity) who
lives down the lane...!
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In the opening lines, the colonizer derides the native language of the colonized as a blah-
blah, as it does not make sense to him. The colonized is as meek as a sheep, a humble
creature, but for the colonizer, he is a black sheep, a demeaning address, a good-for-
nothing fellow, only a source of tax and cheap labour. He demands of him in a
commanding tone and tenor whether he has brought the tax or not.

The native and colonized, humbled in his demeanour, countenance, and voice, replies
with the farthest respect. The ironical lexical ‘repetition’, the figure of speech used for a
greater rhetorical impact, applied at its best — “Yes Sir! Yes Sir!’

Now the point arises whether it was the chains, collars, and whips alone that humbled
the colonized. Or was there another hegemony? The answer, perhaps, would be that it
was a comprehensive hegemony — the linguistic and cultural colonization, which still
continues and ironically flourishes even after the long decades of ‘independence’. The
Neo-Colonialism. “It’s a new slavery, 'm telling you, a new slavery.” In the words of
Major Ododi. Odenigbo reiterates in the same tone, “They are controlling us from behind
drawn curtains. It’s very dangerous.”

According to Adichie, as in an interview given over a YouTube clip, “the ‘Americanah’is
a Nigerian word that means a person who goes to the US and returns to Nigeria with all
American affectations, pretends not to understand the Nigerian languages, uses American
accents etc.” In this eponymous work, we find many such characters who, on their
return to Nigeria, display all the characteristics of ‘Americanah’. Being in America, she
is complimented by a telemarketer, a random girl Kelsey at the hair braiding shop, and
one of her boyfriends Blaine for sounding American. Ifemelu feels that she unconsciously
had developed such notions. But she decides to transcend it, and she drops the American
accent. She “decides faking an American accent on a sunlit day” and finds her real self.

Caliban visa-vis Characters of Adichie

The comparison between Caliban and Ugwu would be a kind of conceit, yet it would
bring some incandescence to the topic under discussion. Caliban is colonized by a
foreigner or colonizer, which he resists to the core. In an attempt to ‘tame’ him, he is
taught the ‘language’ of the colonizer. Caliban learns the language and curses the master
in the language he can understand, to show how much he despised Prospero and
everything about him. “You taught me language, and my profit on’t, Is [ know how to
curse.” For Caliban, it was not a lesser victory to inflict verbal injury to his master.
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On the contrary, Ugwu is born of a colonized native family. When he is brought to
Odenigbo by his aunt, he looks at everything there with awe. Especially, speaking English
was something very special, a thing which he believed would elevate him and liberate
him. This is where he is different from Caliban. Caliban is rebellious, on the contrary
Ugwu is docile and submissive. Another difference we can underscore is in masters.
Caliban’s foreign master commanded in a foreign tongue whereas Ugwu’s master was
indigenous who commanded in foreign language. Masters have changed but the cultural
hegemony remains the same.

“Yes sah’ replied Ugwu, and in the midst of his worry about his mother, he felt a
twinge of pride because he knew his aunty would have her eyes wide in wonder
at the deep conversations he had with master. And in English, too.[4] p.89

Linguistic Neo-Colonialism: Anglophilia or linguistic slavery

In the words of John Rennie Short, “Linguistic hegemony is a form of power that
empowers some while disempowering others.” This is very much evident in the context
of all the colonized countries. It works through the political, socioeconomic, and cultural
dynamics. As the world business gives the concept of the ‘global village’, English
Language emerges as the common linguistic medium. Consequently, many advantages
of this language may be enumerated. Yet there is an inside story. David Crystal observes,
“language becomes a global language for one chief reason: the political power of its
people, especially their military power.” The latter part of the quote was verbatim true in
the nineteenth and twentieth century. Post-decolonization, cultural power comes into
play. Culture brings language and superior culture brings superior language. And linguistic
hegemony is based on linguistic hegemony. The Europeans have always dominated mass
media and one of the bestseller commodities has been the English language.

Letus bring into the discussion a few such allusions to understand the linguistic hegemony
through two works of Adichie viz. ‘Half of a Yellow Sun’ and ‘Americanah’. There are
occasions when the author attempts to show the attitude of various characters towards
their unconscious attitude toward the English language and culture. Various characters
seem to be anglophiles. They are the most educated strata of the society and more or
less formed a guild of revolutionary thinking. Odinigbo is the host to all such people, and
Ugwu is the steward there. Every one of them tries to speak as impressive the language
as one can. Ugwu, though not qualified for the task nor entrusted the same, consciously
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listens and gauges everybody’s language. He is a kind of linguistic judge. When the
guests visit Odinigbo, and Ms. Adebayo expresses certain views, Ugwu thinks of going
to her and saying -

“You cannot speak English like my madam, so shut your dirty mouth.” [4] p.85
Kainene tells Richard,
‘My father...was determined that we be as Europeans as possible.” [4] p.61

The elite Igbos wanted their children to be educated in English schools and learn the
nuances of the Europeans. Olanna and Kainene were among those very few privileged.

Talking of ‘Americanah’, America was a dream and paradise for aspiring Nigerian
youths. They saw the opportunity for education, a job, a career, and life there. But it
came with a price. The youths had to have an excellent academic record along with a
good rating in the English language. This was one of the reasons that all the aspiring
Nigerian youths, including Ifemelu, nurture their English, and they are inclined toward
American books.

“I read American books because America is the future, Mummy. And remember that
your husband was educated there.”” Obinze tells his mother.

The Colonisers and the Colonised: The Outlooks for each other

Another binary or polar opposite we notice is the outlooks of the colonizers and the
colonized for each other. For the Europeans, the colonized were cheap labour and a
source of taxes.

The people were bloody beggars, be prepared for their body odours and the
way they will stand and stare at you on the roads, never believe a hard-luck
story, never show weakness to domestic staff. (Ex-patriates to Richard) (Adichie
2013 p.53-54)

They have a marvellous energy, really, but very little sense of hygiene, I'm afraid.
(Aunt Elizabeth to Richard) [4] p.55

On the other hand, some educated natives had started understanding the motives of the
Europeans.
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The white men will poke and poke and poke the women in the dark but they will
never marry them. How can! They will never even take them out to a good place
in public. But the women will continue to disgrace themselves and struggle for
the men so they will get chicken-feed money and nonsense tea in a fancy tin. It’s
anew slavery, 'm telling you, a new slavery. (Major Ododi to Kainene) [4]
p.80-81

Switching the scene to Americanah, we find similar if not the same affectations in the
members of Nigerpolitan Club which is “a small cluster of people drinking champagne in
paper cups, at the poolside of a home in Osborne Estate, chic people, all dripping with
savoir-faire, each nursing a self-styled quirkiness — a ginger-coloured Afro, a T-shirt
with a graphic of Thomas Sankara, oversize handmade earrings that hung like pieces of
modern art. Their voices burred with foreign accents.”

Ifemelu: The Victim of American Linguistic Hegemony

As the story begins, we see in a conversation, a character named Mrs. Akin Kole
comments, “If you decide to disadvantage your child by sending her to one of these
schools with half-baked Nigerian teachers, then you only have yourself to blame.”

Ifemelu, the central figure of ‘Americanah’ has an ordeal as she tries to get a job to
support her studies. Finally, she has to pick up the nuances of American accents.

“It was convincing, the accent. She had perfected, from careful watching of her
friends and newscasters, the blurring of the t, the creamy roll of the r, the sentences
starting with “So”, and the sliding response of ““Oh really”, but the accent creaked
with consciousness, it was an act of will.” (Adichie 2013,)

Conclusion

‘Half of a Yellow Sun’, a breathtaking achievement of Adichie, is a journey of self-
discovery that enchants and saddens, with a combination of wry humour and evocative
scenes of the life of the Nigerian Civil War aka Biafran War. As a poignant chronicle of
his psychological development in the foreground, ‘Half of a Yellow Sun’also sees the
linguistic development of Ugwu, who turns to be a writer-cum-historian by the end of the
fiction. “Writing maketh an exact man’, says Francis Bacon. An author cannot but write
his/her mind. The written words bear the testimony of his/her psychological frame of
mind. Even in his/her fictional state of mind, he/she is the slave of his thoughts. The ink
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oozing from his/her pen tells everything. Res ipsa locquitur: ‘Half of a Yellow Sun’is no
exception to it. On one hand, it is a chronology of events, and on the other hand, the
meticulous narration of the actions, characters, and their characteristics in an awesome
manner. It gives a sincere and comprehensive picture if not a holistic picture. The other
work ‘Americanah’, as well, has a felt undertone of linguistic hegemony among major
issues like racism and woman’s identity.
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ABSTRACT

In Dostoevsky’s novels, one can clearly trace the features and traits that made
him and his novels what they are. This is the strongest and most rational way to say that
his writings were actually reflections of his struggles and health in different mirrors. In
his novella Notes from Underground (1864), the narrator, reflects the author himself.
Following the biopsychosocial model, this article studies the author and his writings as
mutual influences, taking the works The Brothers Karamazov (1880) and Notes from
Underground (1864) as prototypes with the help of the work Dostoevsky and
Parricide (1928) by Freud in certain areas. Through the article, one can identify the
nexus between medicine, psychology, and literature through the characters Smerdyakov
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in The Brothers Karamazov and the unnamed narrator in Notes from the Underground
and read the connotations of words and symbols in a new perspective that might imply
new meanings in Dostoevsky’s works. Finally, the study looks at the design of
Dostoevsky’s charactersas the reflection of his physical, psychological, and social histories.

Key words: Dostoevsky, Biopsychosocial, Medicine, Health, Psychology, Literature

The study of the human mind and body has always been one of the most significant
roles of art and literature in society. Plato and Aristotle in western philosophy and art are
also known for their works about the human mind and body. Their studies and works
like The Republic and Poetics are holistic and complete, giving equal importance to
various fields of knowledge. They studied the psyche, body, society, and art together. In
India, the sutras by Patanjali and Chanakya explain the nexus between the body,
emotions, art, and aesthetics. Literature thrives only when it reflects the human body,
mind, and existence, with or without fiction. In Russian literature, Fyodor Dostoevsky is
the only writer who has been studied carefully by many psychologists, physicians, and
critics from different cultures. His writings were about the basic human mind and its
reactions to various situations. Some of his novels Crime and Punishment, The Brothers
Karamazov, The Idiot have been studied by many psychologists like Sigmund Freud,
Lacan and for some decades being studied by physicians too.His literature, social life,
and health history open up a new area of research. Using the biopsychosocial model by
Dr. George Engel, the three factors—physical, psychological, and social—can be studied
together for a deeper insight into the characters and the author’s intentions for the created
characters.

In Dostoevsky and Parricide, Freud brings in a definition of the disease epilepsy.
According to him, it can be categorized into organic and affective epilepsy. The formeris
caused by a disturbance in brain activity, while the latter is a symptom of neurosis.
According to him, in Dostoevsky and Parricide, “‘the epileptic reaction, as this common
element may be called, is also undoubtedly at the disposal of the neurosis, whose essence
itis to get rid by somatic means of amounts of excitation that it cannot deal with physically”
(181). Dostoevsky’s epilepsy stems from the alleged murder of his father by peasant
Serfs. The remorse generated by the death of his father, whom he wished dead but
morally should not have wished so, is seen as the root of his illness. The relationship
between a father and son is an ambiguous one, and Freud deals with this in detail in
relation to the Oedipus complex. Thus, according to Freud, the epilepsy of Dostoevsky
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is “hystero-epilepsy’’: seizures that resemble epilepsy but in medical terms do not show
any disturbance in the EEG. Later, physicians and epileptologists like Henri Gastaut
argued about this idea of hystero-epilepsy and tried to diagnose it differently. In his
article, Freud on Dostoevsky’s Epilepsy: Revaluation, Nathan Rosen explains:

Distinguishing between hysterical and epileptic seizures is all the more difficult
since it often happens that both types of seizures can co-exist in the same
individual, or an epileptic seizure may result in hysterical reactions. Thus there is
no neat either/or opposition between hysterical and epileptic seizures. This gives
us some sense of the complexity of issues in epilepsy research. Given the primitive
state of research in the 1920s, the complexity of epilepsy, the difficulty of
distinguishing between true epilepsy and hysteria, Freud may have felt justified
inignoring what his detractors saw: that Dostoevsky’ s symptoms suggested
true organic epilepsy.(113)

Though the finding of Freud is marked inaccurate by contemporary neurologists, he was
able to study the disease, its symptoms and its probable influences on the patient and
contributed his ideas boldly both to literature and the medical field.

The element of parricide is existent throughout the history of literature, especially
in the Greek legends of Oedipus: the father gets unintentionally killed by the hero himself.
In Russian literature, the role of the hero is indirect for the same reason: the murder is
done by a different person instead of the hero, and he takes the blame. In The Brothers
Karamazov, instead of Dmitri, who hates his father and has the murderous intention,
Smerdyakov does the deed, but the intention of murder is in Dmitri. Throughout his
writings, Dostoevsky displays masochism, and many of his characters suffer from an
extreme sense of guilt and a unique sense of morality, which is reflected in his other
novels. In his own life, Dostoevsky’s father had been allegedly murdered by one of his
peasant serfs, who, according to Freud, is the redeemer of the blame because, as a boy,
Dostoevsky viewed his father as an obstacle to his sexual wishes.

The Brothers Karamazov deals with the life of a father Fyodor Pavlovich
Karamazov and his three sons: Dmitri Fyodorvich Karamazov, the son of the first wife,
Alexei Fyodorvich Karamazov and Ivan Fyodorvich Karamazov of the second wife.
Their father is a money minded lecherous man. They were brought up by different people
in different places and they meet in a monastery after a problem israised by Dmitri on
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Smerdyakov, with a mute girl named Lizaveta, who had been working under Fyodor for
years. Smerdyakov is a deep thinker and a clever man who suffers from epilepsy. His
character describes epilepsy better than other characters from The Idiot and Crime
and Punishment. Smerdyakov gets it from his father and during his traumatic birth. He
suffers from seizures that last up to three days. In The Brothers Karamazov,
Smerdyakov’s illness is explained:

A long fit, lasting a long time several hours, or perhaps a day or two. Once it
went on for three days. I fell from the garret that time. The struggling ceased and
then began again, and for three days I couldn’t come back to my senses. Fyodor
Pavlovitch sent for Herzenstube, the doctor here, and he put ice on my head
and tried another remedy, too.... I might have died.(445)

Smerdyakov is very much used to seizures that he is even able to fake having seizures
on purpose for the murder of Fyodor, the father. During the confession to Ivan, he
opens up:

How could you tell that you would fall down the cellar stairs in a fit, if you didn’t
sham a fit on purpose? “I had to go to the cellar anyway, several times a day,
indeed,” Smerdyakov drawled deliberately. “I fell from the garret just in the
same way a year ago. It’s quite true you can’t tell the day and hour of a fit
beforehand, but you can always have a presentiment of it.”(1021)

Recent studies call this Psychogenic Nonepileptic Seizures(PNES), an episode of seizures
that cannot be identified with epilepsy rather are of psychological origin. Freud’s
interpretation of the same is similar;he calls it ‘hystero-epilepsy’. Thus,Smerdyakov’s
seizures can be categorized as (PNES). In the article on Psychogenic Nonepileptic
Seizures the author explains:

Pseudoseizure is an older term for events that appear to be epileptic seizures
but, in fact, do not represent the manifestation of abnormal excessive synchronous
cortical activity, which defines epileptic seizures. They are not a variation of
epilepsy but are of psychiatric origin. Other terms used in the past include
hysterical seizures, psychogenic seizures, and others. The most standard current
terminology is psychogenic nonepileptic seizures (PNES). (National Library of
Medicine)
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Dostoevsky has created characters with epilepsy in different novels, including
The Idiot, Crime and Punishment, and The Brothers Karamazov. In The Brothers
Karamazov, he explains the hatred he faced in Siberia. Smerdyakov’s life perfectly
resembles Dostoevsky’s life in Siberia. The character not only reflects the biology of
Dostoevsky but also the way he was treated in the Siberian prison. In the novel, Grigory
used to say to Marfa, ““and he doesn’t care for anyone. Are you a human being?” he
said, addressing the boy directly. ““You’re not a human being.” “You grew from the
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mildew in the bath house™ (202); Later, when Fyodor identifies the boy as an epileptic,

his perception of him changes, and he starts treating him better.

In the biopsychosocial model, we have discussed the psychological and personal
sources of Dostoevsky’s The Brothers Karamazov. The theory helps us to have a
deeper insight into the characters’ lives and about epilepsy itself in the author’s context.
Another context that has influenced the same, is the Russian society and ideologies then.
Dostoevsky, in his Notes from the Underground, explains the ideologies that were
prevalent in Russia. The work explains the plight of a socially dissatisfied, hyper-conscious
person. The narrator in Notes from Underground is very similar to Raskolnikov in
Crime and Punishment. In Crime and Punishment, Dostoevsky narrates,”He had
successfully avoided meeting his landlady on the staircase.His garret was under the roof
of a high, five-story house and was more like a cupboard than a room” (1). The
Underground man, as described in the novella Notes from Underground, confesses, “‘1
was only twenty-four.” My life was even then gloomy, ill-regulated, and as solitary as
that of a savage. “I made friends with no one and positively avoided talking, and I buried
myself more and more in my hole” (1). The person also lived in Petersburg in a very
small rented room and was a loner. The novella deals with the ideologies of Dostoevsky
post his life in Siberia. The Russian middle class was trying to imitate the west by being
progressive. Dostoevsky was against it and wanted people to maintain the uniqueness
of Russian society. Many aspects of Notes from the Underground, and especially, as
Dostoevsky himself noticed, the tone, seemed strange, sharp, and even bitter. To some
extent, the bitterness of the novel is traceable to many of his personal events. Dostoevsky
suffered while the novella was being written. Much more important, however, was the
influence of his changing worldview with its ever rougher and more distant attitude toward
the European liberalism, materialism, and utopianism of his younger years. Dostoevsky
had begun his career as a writer in the 1840s as a romantic idealist. At that time, he had
devoted a great deal of attention to utopian socialism and its vision of a perfectly satisfying
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and perfectly regulated life for humankind. This “perfection” of life was thought to be
achievable solely through the application of the principles of reason and enlightened self-
interest. In fact, it was maintained that, given the dominance of reason and the spread of
enlightenment, the perfection of life must happen. The above details make perfect sense
and explain the Russian milieu. When studying the same work with Dostoevsky’s biology,
the words in the novel make good sense. The novella opens with “I am a sick man.” am
a spiteful man. I am an unattractive man. I believe my liver is diseased. “However, I
know nothing at all about my disease and do not know for certain what ails me.” (1) and
has more to tell in the chapters. Biological terms like liver, spleen, and convulsions, when
viewed as literary symbols, can have different connotations. “And I do not know for
certain what ails me.” (1) The words in the statement can be a hint to his epileptic condition,
and in the following part, he (the underground man) opens up about himself and his place
of living in Petersburg, where the author spent most of his writing career. In the same
work, The Underground Man, which is probably Dostoevsky’s voice, says:

They tormented me till I was ashamed: they drove me to convulsions and—
sickened me, at last, how they sickened me! Now, are not you fancying, gentlemen,
that [ am expressing remorse for something now, that  am asking your forgiveness
for something? I am sure you are fancying that. However, I assure you I do not
care if you are.(05)

He speaks about all the humiliations he faced while rendering his works to publishers
before the deadline and also because of his unstable financial conditions.

The above study explains the three elements in the biopsychosocial model: the
biological, psychological, and social, and their mutual influence on each other in the
process of artistic creation. The author Dostoevsky is a perfect prototype for holistic
writing, which includes personal events, the milieu, and the author’s mind and draws
equally from each. This study provides a clear picture of the author, the author’s intentions,
the relationship between the characters and the author, and, most importantly, the work’s
various perspectives when viewed in conjunction with all of its contextual details.
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ABSTRACT

World is the place where the bountiful creations of God are seen in different
shades and shadows with their own hues. Man occupies a prominent place among them.
He thinks himself to be superior than other species in nature. But with all the qualities
bestowed upon him, sometimes he is crippled by the society despite his mental and
physical wellbeing. The cause may be many like his birth, poor economic condition,
family, etc which may remain out of his control or he may not be responsible. No other
platform than literature can represent such flaws of the society. As literature is the reflection
of society, this paper attempts to portray the disability of the abled section of the society.
To analyze this concept, the poem Ballad of the Landlord by Langston Hughes is
taken.

KEY WORDS:
Superior, inferior, stereotype, dominant, submissive, vulnerable

Eminent writers are blessed souls who celebrate the blessings on Earth and
inculcate the feeling of empathy by making the readers to feel the flaws in the society.
They never fail to play with their words. The magic or the spell in their heart flows
through their fingertips to touch the hearts of the readers. Thus, literature is said to be the
mirror of society. Mercer Langston Hughes, an African American poet, is one of the
remarkable poets of the Harlem Renaissance. He always portrayed the life of the black
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in his works. He reflected their life along with their culture. He differed from his
predecessor by reflecting the life of the black in his poetry. One such poem is Ballad of
the Landlord.

This piece of article tries to bring out the disability in the abled human. The
disabled humans portrayed here are both the suppressed and the dominant. Kinshuk
Chakraborty has quoted from WHO in his article, Disability Studies and Literature:
An Overview,

“Disability is not an attribute of an individual, but rather a complex
collection of conditions, many of which are created by the social
environment. Hence the management of the problem requires social
action, and it is the collective responsibility of society at large to make
the changes necessary for full participation of people with disabilities in
all areas of social life”. (3698)

The term ‘disability’ usually refers to one’s physical or mental impairment, because
of which they differ from the normal ones. But there are individuals who become disabled
by the society. People with disability feel inferior and shameful. They undergo the pain of
being odd in the society. In the same way people discriminated by any individual, superior
or the society too undergo the same pathetic condition of the disabled. But the one who
enjoys in the sufferings of the other is devoid of any shame or aloofness. He/She too is
disabled by the stereotype society. Besides their mental and physical well-being, they
remain disabled. As said by the WHO, they need social action and social responsibility
becomes the need of such souls.

The use of caesura in the opening line of the poem Ballad of the Landlord by
Langston Hughes expresses the feeling of the tenant. “Landlord, landlord,” (1). The
word ‘Landlord’ is repeated with a comma which sounds the voice of the tenant. He
gives emphasis to his call, trying to reach his landlord who is supposed to be white and
whereas the tenant a Negro. His house is damaged and his repeated request fails. With
politeness he makes a request that, as the steps leading to his house are broken the
landlord should take care himself while using it.

The next stanza opens with a question, “Ten Bucks you say [ owe you?” (5).
The superior landlord is not worried about the condition of the house. But he is much
concerned about the money that the tenant must pay him. If the white has the right to
receive the rent being the landlord, the Negro tenant has the right to make his request.
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So, the tenant is firm that he would pay the rent only when the landlord fixes the house.
He is aware of the consequences and thus questions if the landlord would give him
eviction order or cut off his heat, or throw away his furniture for making a request to
mend his house. The tenant observes the mighty attitude of the landlord and warns him
that he could not spell out a word if he punches him. The reasonable demand of the
submissive kindles the dominant attitude of the landlord. Feeling superior always, he is
unable to accept the demands of the Negro. So, he shows his power over the tenant.
Living in a society of racial discrimination, the tenant becomes disabled though he is
mentally and physically abled. Being in the stereotyped dominant race has made him
disabled. He is unable to get into the shoes of the Negroes. Hence, he too is called as
disabled in spite of his ableness.

The next stanza “Police! Police!” (17), shows the liberty of the white landlord
who immediately approaches the authority for his favour. This is an evident act portraying
the prevalence of discrimination at all level. The following stanza throws light on the
immediate response of the cops. Thus the poet has used few words to convey loads of
message :

Copper’s whistle!
Patrol bell!

Arrest.

Precinct station.
Iron cell. (21 —25)

The tenant who requested for basic needs is under iron bars. This is the condition of the
Negros in the hypocritic society. The Negro can be compared to the weaker section of
the society who are suppressed due to various reasons. So, they become disabled.
They are emotionally challenged like the physically challenged. They remain helpless by
the rude action of the dominant and the authority. Critical disability theory is amethodology,
not a “subject-oriented area of study” (Schalk 2017). As a methodology, the theory
involves scrutinizing not bodily or mental impairments but the social norms that define
particular attributes as impairments, as well as the social conditions that concentrate
stigmatized attributes in particular populations. (2017)
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As portrayed by the social model, the tenant, and the landlord are disabled by
the society. The tenant or the suppressed become the victim of the society and thus they
are vulnerable and helpless. In the same way the landlord or the dominant too are in the
mindset of the stereotyped society. They are mentally moulded in such a way that they
feel themselves superior and the submissive inferior to them.The landlord or the dominant
are mentally crippled to break up the shell of superiority and consider the vulnerable.
Born in a particular race or situation brings some attribute like impairment in both the
cases like the superior landlord and the inferior tenant. Thus, the landlord is unable to
accept the demands of the tenant. If the demand has been made by a white tenant, his
response would have been different. He is brought up in such a society which makes him
disabled though he is mentally and physically able.

Both the superior and the inferior groups are prevalent in the population. People
with sound health cannot be considered as able person. “Attacking people with disability
is the lowest display of power” says Morgan Freeman. More of moral values is needed.
“We are the thinkers of our thoughts. .., we can change our thoughts if we choose to do
so” (Sharma 157). It is the perspective that matters. Change in the vision should be
educated. Disability should be erased in the abled and it should not be seen in the disabled.
Let the light of the vision fall on the positives to cover the negatives. Mental strength is
stronger than the physical. People should understand that every creature is the gift of
God with a purpose on Earth. This notion would teach every human to respect and value
the other. Any individual with a refined thought and vision would respect the hidden bliss
in every other soul devoid of the disability.
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The word ‘migration’ brings myriad images in the minds of people. Those who
have undergone the situation, most often find it a traumatic experience. The reasons for
migration are numerous. Threat to one’s life is the foremost reason why people migrate.
There can also be migrants who choose to adopt another country for the sake of material
benefits or emotional stability. Khaled Hosseini’s novels offer insights into the minds of
migrants. The author himself, being part of the diaspora writers, draws word pictures of
migrant minds tossed in the tumultuous lives in their adopted countries. Some choose to
return to their motherlands in search of their roots or to help their homeland. Some
remain in the adopted lands, keeping a part of their own land in their minds. There are
also migrants who are at ease in their new lives far away from one’s own country. The
present study analyses two of Hosseini’s novels, A Thousand Splendid Suns and And
the Mountains Echoed to explore the undercurrents of migration, whether it be temporary
displacement or permanent.

A Thousand Splendid Suns explores the lives of two women, Mariam and
Laila, who are brought up in diverse situations in Afghanistan. Mariam is an illegitimate
child who is married off to Rasheed in Kabul after her mother’s suicide. Laila is born
into a progressive family and therefore her future looks promising till trouble descends
on Afghanistan due to civil strife and infighting. Her childhood friend Tariq and family
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leaves for Peshawar due to the volatile situation in Kabul. Laila’s family also decides to
leave but the decision comes a bit late as a rocket hits their house which kills her parents.
Laila is badly injured. Her neighbour Rasheed and Mariam looks after her. With lengthy
treatment and care, she survives and Rasheed marries her. She hoodwinks him as she is
already pregnant with Tariq’s baby. The two women are at loggerheads in the beginning
but unite to fight their common enemy — Rasheed. He is a violent man who has staged the
death of Tariq so that Laila will marry him. Aziza and Zalmai are born to Laila with whom
the two women lead miserable lives because of Rasheed’s violent nature. They try to
escape to Pakistan with the children, but the rule of the land prevents them from travelling
without a male guardian. Tariq comes back in search of Laila. Later on Mariam hits
Rasheed dead with a shovel, when he is about to strangle Laila. Mariam surrenders so
that Laila can get away with Tariq and the children. Thus Laila’s exile from Afghanistan
begins

Laila wants a safe place to bring up her children. She wants to catch up with her
life with Tariq, her childhood lover and father of Aziza. So their exile to Pakistan is a
necessity to build a family. The urge to get back to Afghanistan when the situation turns
favourable is equally strong in her. At the moment she aims to lead an ordinary life with
her husband and children even though in a foreign land. “Laila is happy here in Murree.
Butitis not an easy happiness. It is not a happiness without cost” (A Thousand 369).The
uneasiness of being away from one’s own country torments Laila frequently. She often
remembers her saviour Mariam and their house in Kabul. She even dreams of living
there. The strong pull of one’s homeland can be gauged in Laila’s feelings.

Laila’s wish takes time to be fulfilled. The situation in Afghanistan continues to be
hostile for them to go back. The attack of the twin towers in Washington results in a long
drawn out war of the U.S. with Afghanistan. Tariq and Laila discuss the crisis in their
motherland. Laila can never think of war as something good as it involves loss of life. She
is often reminded of her parents’ death in the rocket attack and also the deaths of her
friends. Tariq has a slightly different opinion. If the country can be stable at the end of the
war, then it can do people good. But he has also lost his parents in war. Their life in
Murree goes off peacefully with the family enjoying the simple pleasures of life like an
outing on a holiday. But the homeland beckons her.

Laila often reminisces her childhood days in Kabul. She is restless when she
hears of the rebuilding of Afghanistan. She wants to be of help to her motherland. She is
grateful to the adopted country for providing a peaceful atmosphere to live with her
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family. Her father used to tell her to aim high and to be of use to her country. Mariam
sacrificed her life for Laila’s safety. She wants to pay tribute to her in her homeland by
helping in the rebuilding of their country. All these are reasons which tempt her to think of
going back. So itis decided that they will finally begin the journey to their homeland.
They visit Mariam’s childhood town in Herat before going to their destination — Kabul.
The ravages of war can be seen on the way. But Laila is determined to be at the service
of her country. She helps in the rebuilding of an orphanage along with Tariq. Mariam’s
father has left her inheritance which is used in the rebuilding. Later she becomes a teacher
at the orphanage school. Her mission of readying the future generation of Afghanistan
gives her a sense of fulfilment.

Hosseini has lived in Afghanistan, his home country, as a child. Later he moves
on to the US with his family. Assimilation to the adopted land takes a while, as he has
difficulty with the language initially. He has maintained close relationship with his motherland
through the extended family. He visits Afghanistan and helps actively in the betterment of
the country through his Charity Foundations. Since Hosseini is a diaspora writer, he has
been able to minutely portray the mindscapes of his migrant characters. Diasporas are
communities of people living together in an adopted country but the mother country still
has a strong hold on them. And the Mountains Echoed details different levels of migration.
The complexity involved with migration is laid bare in this novel. The characters migrate
due to various reasons and their bonds with their mother country vary.

Nila Wahdati belongs to a wealthy background in Kabul. She adopts a three
year old girl, Pari, from a rural background. The girl is sold to her due to the extreme
poverty of her household. Nila and Pari migrate to Paris after a while, due to the health
condition of Nila’s husband. She is least interested in looking after her paralysed husband
and her free nature restraints her from enjoying life in Kabul. Abdullah, Pari’s brother is
deeply affected by his sister’s adoption. In his later life, he migrates to the US. He names
his daughter Pari, after his sister. Wahdati’s neighbours Idris and Timur move to the US
after the Soviet invasion of Afghanistan. In the novel, migration happens due to foreign
invasion of home country or stifling conditions which prevent a person from blossoming
emotionally.

Nila’s poems are so bold that it can invite the wrath of the authorities. She has a
difficult childhood because of a strict father and her liberal ways cannot find approval in
aconservative society. After her migration to Paris, she is free to pen her thoughts through
revolutionary poems. But her restless spirit cannot find peace in a city like Paris also.
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She takes on many lovers and later commits suicide. Pari on the other hand, is at ease in
Paris. She comes to know later on in her life that Nila is not her biological mother. Her
urge to go back to the roots in Afghanistan is strong but her familial responsibilities tie her
down. Itis only after her children are settled that she goes in search of her loved ones. It
takes her to the US where her brother Abdullah is.

Abdullah on the other hand takes a slice of homeland to the US. He opens an
Afghan restaurant, Abe’s Kabob House, which serves as a link between homeland and
adopted land. The décor has many Afghan reminders. Afghan migrants frequent the
place. He brings up his daughter in far away US in traditional Afghan way. Religious
education is also given to her. Night outs and boyfriends are strict taboo for her. She is
trained in Farsi too. In short, Abdullah tries to recreate Afghan way of life in US. The
assimilation with the adopted country does not happen in his case as is the case with
most first generation immigrants. But his daughter finds it easy to get along with the
American ways. Her Afghan blood does not allow her to rebel against her father. She
tries to find a midway path.

Idris and Timur who have found their way to the US following the Soviet invasion
of Afghanistan, come back to their homeland after over two decades to reclaim their
family property. Timur makes a great show of helping those in need while in his homeland.
Idris is quiet but he shows his willingness to help Roshi, a girl who is badly injured in a
family feud. He promises to help on reaching the US, but conveniently shelves it once he
is back in his adopted country. After many years, Idris finds out that Timur has helped
Roshi with her surgeries in the US.

Humanitarian work forms one aspect of diaspora life. Those who have been
fortunate enough to reach safe havens from troubled homelands try to help people back
home who are in need. Idris and Timur are examples. Abdullah also used to send money
to his relatives in Pakistan so that they can lead decent lives even though in a foreign
country. Thus concern for fellow beings left behind under hostile situation in home land
or elsewhere propels them to help the less fortunate ones.

When relatives from homeland reach the adopted land, people already settled
there, celebrate. But in And the Mountains Echoed, what could have been such a huge
celebration never takes place in the case of Abdullah and his sister Pari. Their reunion
happens in California but Abdullah is suffering from Alzheimer’s disease and cannot
recognize his sister. The mindscapes of displaced people are sensitively portrayed by
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Hosseini in the novel. The fact that he has firsthand knowledge of the workings of the
minds of diaspora helps to capture the turmoil which affects them. The different aspects
of the diaspora identity — nostalgia, hybridity and survivor’s guilt can be seen in the
novel.

The idea of nostalgia is reiterated through the character of Abdullah. He likes to
live in the past. The restaurant, which he runs in the US, is a strong link to his motherland.
The dishes on the menu remind one of Afghanistan. Khyber Pass Pilaf, Caravan Kabob,
Silk Route Chicken are typically Afghan. The décor of the restaurant include the poster
of an Afghan girl from National Geographic and Pari’s painting of the minarets of
Herat. A copper bell is sounded every time a table is served. Pari’s Quran classes and
Farsi classes are other reminders of the elements of nostalgia in the novel. This is strong
in the case of first generation migrants and it wanes with each passing generation.

Cultural integration is a key factor in diaspora life. It helps the migrants to assimilate
with the host country. The first generation migrants find it difficult to integrate culturally
as is seen in Abdullah. His idea of adapting to the host country ends with watching an
English movie with the family. The idea of sending Pari for Farsi and Quran classes is a
way to hold on to the past. Abdullah refuses to send his daughter to study fine arts
though she is interested in it. In traditional societies, like that of Afghanistan, girls are not
allowed to learn liberal arts. Pari on the other hand adapts better than her father. She
finds writing from right to left in Farsi difficult as she has learned English at a young age.
But she sticks on to it to please her father. She decides to stay single though this is
interpreted as discharging her duty as a daughter especially after her mother’s death.

Nila Wahdati migrates to Paris with her daughter Pari to spread her wings. She
continues to write bold poetry. Since her mother is French, she does not find it difficult
to culturally integrate with the adopted land. But her restless nature makes her take up
boyfriends and attempt suicide on several occasions. The emotional stability which she
aims at in Paris is never attained because of her inherent free nature. Pari migrates when
quite young, so she integrates better with the new country. Her memories of Afghanistan
are not strong enough to make her miss her motherland. Cultural assimilation happens
quite easily. But this is not the case with Abdullah. He has not fully come out of his
feelings for his mother country nor has he assimilated with the adopted land.

Living in-between can be traumatic. But it is a way resorted to by the migrants
to come to terms with their new reality. In The Location ofCulture, Homi K. Bhabha

INTERDISCIPLINARY RESEARCH JOURNALS FOR HUMANITIES:



explores how the migrants live ‘border lives’” on the margins of different nations in the
introductory chapter, “Locations of Culture”. Cultural transmission is possible as the
migrant can actively intervene in the propagation of one’s own culture in the adopted
land. According to Bhabha, “...it is the ‘inter’ — the cutting edge of translation and
negotiation, the in-between space — that carries the burden of the meaning of culture”
(38). Thus hybridity figures as a key element in diaspora existence. Aloofness is another
trait of migrant identity. Many migrants try to live in their own communities in the adopted
lands. The integration with the host community does not happen to a great extent in the
case of first generation migrants. But the next generations find it easier to integrate with
the host societies. This can also be seen in And The Mountains Echoed.

Survivor’s guilt is another prevalent aspect of diaspora life. In And the
MountainsEchoed, this is manifested by the charity work done by those who managed
to get away from their hostile motherland. Abdullah sends money to his relatives in Pakistan.
Idris and Timur try to help their brethren in Afghanistan. Timur makes a great show of his
charity work though Idris is more subtle in his ways. But ultimately it is Timur who helps
Roshi pay for her surgery. Hosseini also heads many charity organizations which help
people in war ravaged Afghanistan.

Hosseini has successfully drawn the crises in the lives of migrants through both
the novels taken up for study. The migrant position is mainly fluidic. Rootedness to one’s
own land at an emotional level makes integration to host communities difficult. Though
the ideal motherland is a farfetched reality, the adopted land is far from the ideal land in
their mindscapes, at least for the first generation migrants. This leads to living in-between
lives. Thus migration remains an enigma to all involved!
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IVCFTHGHID aIeNBUT6D FnpdluleiTenTi.

Cauetumfl LFBHFHe0 2 _6ien Flov BHHTUTHIHTRIBMET 615 dHHIH6HTE0(H,
UTFHTHC6T  Hem6eNTHBHMBHHEMEN  61(LDFL6ITETEI]. LOTETT6 ST 6uT SH60T(UITEm6a
HTH6V6) 616011 HWeOLILT6L (PTHdH UTY DieUJHeT  SBOUTIDHI  OHTLJHSHI
HMONHHNHBMEN 61(10F5 UMHAMBTT.  (Lpemeial. 0. evVleLied LO&HCH6LITER DisuTaH6iT
HOH BIBTeIH Fplsend Causumfl Lglansbas GHT_jHensduines Senoul CalsmiBLb
otaiiyl  wmPen-uHel’  eleiim  Heweolilled UBH SEIMBH HTH BHL60
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fpisensHmul Geusiull Beienmy. Seu Geusitumfl LFHendhasled UTFulen enseILITS
YemsILILIL L. 360 616013 LITSHAHTHend Camenih SFFmisendeml 6115 UeTTerTi.

“pooamevdGH CxJ FhH uTfleuetened FHefenw
LMI(PRHBH DlUNeT LFMF WMVHOSTLT umBLDL 6
SHmevallTd:GaITal  eTaiugGId SLEUTWRSH WT@EHLD
SIMH B & Beallevenev”!

o160 aufldell QFFpisemnd GeusTumf]l LHHH6m HlenendbimdbdiH@EHFlul HeTenLosnUL

QUIBICTENEN 6TETLIND 26001 &I IB60T.

SBOUTH (2022-o10 opewih AHCLTLUT (WpHevd)  Ceustumfl euTFaH]
&IBID GoeNed ‘BIHETe0HMS CBmemiTHMTD 616im Hemeolilled GeusTumfluled
© 66N HTH6L ERemeMIWITHET LB BHHHIHHMENT HendH, Hollend, &L B
algaled LHe| CFuim eumalsipeny. Geusumfl Wiberd 6160IB GHIPeYD (PHHIT6V60
CeueTumfl  QFHTLITUTE  BHHBHHIHHMeT 16Dey  algeilsd  Geuefuil B eI B
STILIG] GBIULIL $HFHDHSHHTGLD.

Geusitumfl eurFsjHefler BTLS SIPEIGHBMLD:

ygmewt, Q&HenF, sTUNW HaDe)senTHEaT, DBHHMHmHMSH CalealliLBaHaID
JCHMID R(H HMHHUTHEUT BTLHID DIEWDGH6L SuleoLm@GD. Ceustiumf] Ljgleordgeon
BTWGETEHW Q6iTemed LMl Q& TLJUTHOD L6V [BTL& HT6UH6T 2 6itemer.  SHULIsnID
Ceueumfl LgHearBlo BT HLOTEH DPHICHBUISH! 6T60MLIGHI SUIGOLTBE LOTHBTEN G6TCBUITELD.
“BI0lps wwhseflear ampealweneowd, uewiUTL @, WLIYF FbHenensmenud
SigliumL WSS OsTewiL Smeownd BILSW uflemddssl.”> Guomamemi
BMmBMB QLUITMNS), Ul6Terde] QUMETGLT LiGd SIOID 6B FriLTs GeusmLimy]
yslemd grelymerderoCsraisy Geusumfl Lglemd BHTLHIOTS SHIHIGCHBMLILIL L .
WruHB@ID GuoBul L &emevehimerien @rewid oreh LulBFuler Geuefim_rs
BbHBEDe] DADOHHH. HTUIBVSHMBNI (B DUISOBTL 1960 TP  HLOLDT SH61T6dr
SLOLPTTISHMBUD, SievTHermen_ Cui Gausumf Liglemd gBLIBI UGN HTHHIHMBUID
RbBBTLBID HTHCHBMU6TETSHI.

Geueitumfl euTFHFHNMTEL SenewibhH UMBIOY SWOPF FRISLD:

‘DB USHBLD eTeieiGlensveomd GFud? ereis elemelig Lev elenl 6l denl_dELD.
16060, GaueLmfl LFlemd eT6denOa1s0eVTID QFUIGHI6ToNGI 616013 TTUIHEH! LITTHSHT60
SiHe allewl  ellwiuefiusTECe 2 6itengl.  GaueTumfl LdlensHaei auTdFbJHei

QeTlenemihehl LML HOLDF FHISLD 6160IM  GH(ID Q6N 2 (HEUT S| U 666
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QBN HMEVATTH HH.  HBHLLG UTFHI DIUTHEHID, OFUIOTONITH FH(HLOS).
SIBIMBUIBHIN  DUTHEBHID, OCdenTeldh HmevauTTd &Hm. & CleumisCL e
SIITHEHID UBIDLS HOIDF FhISHMS OFWOLBHS aIHSOBeTT. EFFRIHID
CuflLiT smevmIBeiled LD 2 FHaldemenF OFUISHIeTENSl. LUBIDL SHODF Fhidh s 6
o minfenyasentalul Geueumfl UTFHTH6T LIOHID LTSIV UTTTSHI 2 HedldHenelt
CFUINBHTH, RVEA U FTHMOBMENMUID HBDHEH IBHA My, EUIBENBENUILLD,
RVHHWSHMBUID Q[ HeTH6eNTHS Cdment(® OFuIeOLIBGID LUBIDL SHLODF FRisbID
BLbSH 3 AMIBHNMTH QUIBeND FTIhHH, SReVHHUWIID FTJbhdH, FPHD FTIhHdH
usbBeuml GFwsdLThHEemen Wy FBUT CLTG OHTLJbHa CBOHTEG amBBSH.”
6160 QUMLDEGHIENT LIBIDL| HLODF FhibD LBY FhoHeGaumend wevfled & OeurhisBL g6
SIUTH6T GBI L eneuITGLD. UBIDL] SHLODF FhibHHen HdbbLILIewH6T Causimmi
LEeTHH6 ITFHIHENMTEVID, HTHHHBHTID 2 (HEUT6IN 6T60LIENSG 2 60TJHEHI0ET6T6I

(PYBEBSI.

Geuetunfl eunFsmjHefler OeuefluiGseir:

R USHBHIH OHTLFFHwms oBOBIH USHHD 2 HeUTGHHe0 2 6mi[H. 660
QM UbSSHIHen 165 alUURIOSTEm(H, DH aITFHIHeT Renenibdl LoBOBTH
UHBHBHMSB 2 _(HaITdHGHHe0 eerugdl  elwiiBgluigs. Ceuetumfl  LFHeorgg5l601
QUTFHTH6IT LUBIDL] HIODF FRISHH 6 QUTUI6OTH JLIeNEVLILITENGD, &FhHHaTEalmhiend
SFUI VT HENENUD, @TenTL b Goummienid 2 L 616iB FBIBemd CHTGUMLIUID
Geueuil (Beimereory.  2021-4d 6w GUTRIBED  HHBTEMEL  EJLAENEVLILITENED
D6VEMTUIID, 2022-S41D UWTI(H MHHHHHT6T60 FlhHGaumend DsvEmIUD, 2022-
D 619 BB BHITHOHBHHLILL L 28 FpisemdbHmerien CGT@GUUTES EF6mTL miD
CouBmiemip 2 _(HL  6IIEID  LHHHPID  Geuemul (i L gl R6iCeuefluibBaseit
UHWw  UshLLIUTeN&emen 2 [HeuTd@&HaHBHTHD, DieITHeler  HmBenLndener
CeueflILBGSHHINSBHTHNLD, FBIHDHH6T, HNNHBH6N, B (HEDTH6IT, 6LILIL BIH6T,
LenBLILILhIb6TT, ChbJdHaTente0dmsll, Lillenid Sl (Henyahelt, LIGITHeN, HlgHnibeT alul
QUGEIBIH6N60 BH(HHHIHHMEN BT DHMIDHSH HbHleimen.  GaueTumfl Lg5leorid
U6V BVHBUIBIGBET 2 [HOUTH (LPHEIIeNID [BIT6VUTH  DMIDHBHIGTeNCHTH, DIgH6n
FHTHBID Fepdld FMihdH 160 CFUIOUTHHEHHGID HITCIIONS DHLDHHIETOENHI.

Geuemumfluflesr FHIILM]:

LUbSHS WHULDT 600G BIT6L LHILED] 6lILSH @  LbDHHHD6N
QlgeID, LTenll B@ID H&HFH CuTaIBaIBmB 2 6o _dhalul @evbdlul el Fer
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AUMBWTGHLD. HLOIGLDIY AI6ITETEVH6IT HTEV(LPLD eUFeOTWID 663 HITedler gdFfluiy
Cryett GFRIGL (HeueT DieUTH6IT Henidl BIeded “aifuls HTuise Gausumf Henduisd
GOUILILGID LeneedEIhiD 2 wlenloabErhD. 61608 HeMeVLIlsy Flev &(HEHHIBHMET
GO Bemenmy.  Geustumfl LgeniHHe HenHaHeMed Blenmul OTBBISHS[HHIHIHHNT
o HEUTEHUl  Hleweoulled 2 6wTeNID  6UTEVTWI  6l6dTen? 6160l ITUI  QFHTL MBI
Cayett QML Bousi iaITHeNer HHBIBHH 6 OCeueliium TEC6 RdhaHemevlL]
SIMLOHSHIGT6TS.

“cupeomBEIl Lehee] Sieujajsendsd gmmry Cumsd HmBH 1RSS!
sujsengs 2 flenw Seujsengd ULLIUTBBEIT &FiHhDJHMSBLI

CUTHSSHI, SMB BT HBHD 6IMHEG 61HSH DHBTIUPD ELN6V
@oulaid urelet sGmwujd oo o _ewiend 6@ [HLOLI

wWwBapbsieEmen Heaupraeyd BB S Ceuell] Lweien)sameTU|LD

BHSIOI LTS  RILSISTE 66 Y HmisD! ™3

RHHMBU HUHHIBHEHTH, di. CeUBIBECLF6iT DQUTH6IT 7 QIHLBIG6NTS GaleTLm]
UPHenshHBeETas Combaremi. uielmer LiGHaons Geuefluil Geuewmr(Bid 616

CouemiBCaTemenuid CFyeit CFMIGL BoUGT DNITHEIT (LPEITEDAIGHHISTENT].

yrfl uBpslugd B eleTeNeLEemeT UBMIUID 160 DFlul HHIHHIHHMETULD,
® _WIEMIDBHMETUID Heoidhl pulailen aud CQeuelliLBHalulenen GFreir GlFmIGL (Haued
DITH6IT, GaueTumf]l LSS0 LI6D  LIeDeuiedsll  ©_6iTeredl 6160  HlemsvuNevild
DBHIHT6 2_airenoGlie BBefsaild a6l OHflelleaanTasn? seim eleimene

Ceusitumfl eurFsFHefLLD eTQUILIW 6T

e my:

2016-10 Sewih SHumelsr Fmri evfled suFeOTBEMISH OHTLITH Geuemeuyd
OaTLrigdw Geueumfl Fev ewIBHeTs0 ITFHTHeNemL_Gul 10&IIGLIFIW euTDaiuIsy
FHTHHHMS BLBHHUeTensdl.  CaueTumfluimed ERenewrGaTD 616011 U &H6MHBH6N
QUTFHTHMEN 2_ME|H6NTH SeneniHEHIeNeNdHl.  BRevbduIbHHe0 1ol BHLoles Fepd
aumpelevd Geusitumfl Hevrg LRISTBB OHTL SN L&l  GeueTumfl Lg5lendasein
eitusbas i emLuflsd G bOuBmisiTen Ceuuiuled Sieujsmemen UFHallsd GeusiTLmy]
UM HH 6 BHmBHUIEHLOLILILD, DiFHemen 6T(pH W HFFUIfer LienereuTBmevd IpE&m
1B Bl FnmLILIL (H6TTeT6. CGaueitumfl yslemd eMengelGsoBuwi  FHemyriLL oras
o HUTHBLILL BmBImEH 616 CFalauflF COFuig Causitumfl Lgemd eBLB S
oNlenIaITer HTHBHMS LIOLLGHHIEBEH. 6160HI HeN6Tene LDUIB@GHD HeMEILOUIHES)
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eapedensd Geusiiuimf]l Lgeod’ eletip Ceustufl euTgFsimen dalend augalsd Geusitumil
USHensHemd OementLTHID osHleney Geusitunfl aurssFjaefenl Gl 2 meurdluleTeng.

GMILIYS6IT:

1. 1. eleLie 10HCHEVITN, PMHH SHMBHEHTH BHID(CFIL1DbUT-2022),
L&HLD:18.

2. &. @peibdyer, HWOD BIL&E Ceusillum (héb HeNmhIgG6IT, LidboLD:38.

3. Gayeir OFmi@L (heusi, HLOIGDIY CU6ITETEVHET HTEV(IPLD UFEOTMID, LIHLD:55.

(3 63 6301 LLI & 61T MBI &5 61T :

1. http://www.facebook.com/groups/500337410392609/?ref=share
2. http://www.parambu.org

3. http://www.facebook.com/groups/654283115178908/?ref=share

uTjenel BIT60&H6I:

1. @reipdyen .& - SO BTL& CeueluT (o HeNmIE6IT,
® 0BG SONPTITUIFS BlpieleD,
OQFeitement,(pdHev LI - 2008.

2. Gapetr QFmi@L(houeh - HLOGDAD 6UGTETELH6IT HTEO(LPLD EUFEOTHILD,
uiTifel s e eerd,
CaTWIbLSHTT,(pHe0 UHNI - sg°enr 2022.

3. OokisBLaen & - elfjuls Bruiser GeueTumyfl,
allsL6i  LIF&TD,OF sirement,

SUWTD UFHy - ageenr 2021.
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et &mevedflwid

Opplwmenit, eneneuT QT. HCHTEWITTE,
SODHHIMB,HTW  FCeauflwTT  Heveu(Hetreorml &), LimenemumiGsm_snl_-627 002.

@p. GeueviblomeiT,
(LPEMSUTEUT  LILL. Sy UIGUT6ITT,
U6y 6T6wr:
LoGEITEITDEWAUID HHSHTEITT LISVHN6VEH BHLOHLD,I(HOBHLEIG.
SO SUIS)] MDD,

g FCeuflunt seveum Ml (Hetreorml &), LimememumiGsm_sw_-627 002.

(Lp 63T @I DT

L60T6menT [HR6IHEHINID 616013 BHHHTHBHHBE DeN6ULITES FILOLIS HTEUHIEHETED
HevalHEHIempuied GuFlILL BRI WBOBTMH SHHHTHHID LlTenard HTEV6UILD
AGD. R UMHBUIL LITTHSHT6L Llciiensn HelensHHieud 616 HHHHTHEHDHBEHF
fndgl (et HTHECa 2 _608H DPHIBleL LlsTened BHTeveliuD LBMIul GFTe0LEVTL 60H6IT
OHTLRIS I LT, HTELRMNHHINID 616013 HleNeOLITL 196M6 OBISHEH DIHBE 61HTTH
Capmamsiuigl Hrer Lisienend HTeLMSHIHINID HHID.  SWEHT HH UL QIphIas)
QMBSO Rbs Ller Srevsidhadien Camiurl el d GBlHEH DHsl (HemTuied
STeumLp.
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&ST6veflwLd

QM BTH RTOTMH BT DL DUHMIMHL U FAPH, AFF U6, QUITHETTHTY
UeTLIT(HBemeNd Heoidhl <l Flulledr &S1p CeTeiBoubdHl HUHHBID CF VIS SHIH 6Tm
BlemevBul dmeveiiul ' & eT6IsI@wTD.  COFHTetenid RbaSWITenaIll CLITBISHHEIEN]T
Spflwitsemen GoBWBBID DieUTHEHML U UIHNHHHHOT SIPUI LTeidd GHQuITalul
uhSTTallL. QenshHalfler Gsomsmienio GOl gBUL L HT60dHSHeHhAH Seialensd
HEM6LUTENET  DIEML_WITETID  HT60T  (LIQUJLD. 6D  QUITHITE Rbd  Helend
BTVHH60  HTeVNBHHIOD OBBID DIHEN UIHBBID 610G APIBI  DI6L6VHI
BIEIE HIBBTNI(HE HTVITH 2 66T QFBTGHWD. im0 GUIUUTS  15-41D
HIBBTeNgsy MErminiwl BTBHeT HTeveiidHHiel CLITaHEmeT BRIl HTevHH6[HHSHI
STEMNWLITHHHLD 6USVIIT QETBTH 2 (HOUBHHHIHI.

Her &smevefilwd

BTVl UFHBHHABG eiGHTelenenuirs 0Crmiilu  SevdFFlenansenert
wEUUS D, Gweomem ewid GFesH HID FlH HMET 61 6) MBI & 60 61T U] LD
QFTEOELTL 60BMONMUID  HHBMNMD & ([Hd HUIGOHEMENT  (LP65T 601 131G Sl & 6VILD,
LOBIFTNIOLIL] QFUIIFHVID L6 HTevEuID DidbdmBeH CBTENEBBEHI. DBIGHELILIGID,
omBenBsH CHBHeUBID LT HTeveiuihden CBTHBIOTHID, CFULISOLITL TH|D 66N,
bolenr  HTevaHHINF FhHmenl CuTHGHHellsd pHH  Guruielmosd BID
et enflest  WILeS®b&H CHrmemmlweipBenpud, GSemisen (G Sieunm »B
(peirefBIHHICHI1 LT HTeVNUISHHET (PHBSUIT LIBISTGLD.

LBEBTEH UTTemeuwITd L6 Smeveliuid 6T6alL&l JHTHUHHUI  THTLILISH
GeWID OBTeWIL. @ FFlulsd LmTeneu. Li6i- STevallbHiald eleisB  CFTsL
&AW  UemTUTL 196  IOHID, FepHHH6N LOHID HTevalHHIND GBLBHIHIUI
alemenalmeneT  HUITUISIBE.  L6i-BTevellSHEHieud slenidp  GFmsd  HTeveSHaloN
IHBTIHHBHH @ BTH NBHMED DMLHHD HTEVHL L HWSHUWD L6
BTevelHEHIND  6letidm  CamgLTeH OFTed  HTevalbHEHIoNDd OHTLRISUI  HT6VdH
& LHHMHH @Qepieeny Uswiuml (B FfHwmsen, srfluisd FHuwrsaln
QurmenTHTy FHWTHND @ BTevelil BTH DMLbFH LTHILBmeNS HNHH MBS

Ueir smevelighgieud Copmerpflul @ lped

UThSHIUL L S HNHHe0 6IhHHIH BT med L6 HTeveldhiHel Ui
@yminiwiTeemedr L BLUINID LGSl BT(HoHemend HenrbLIgHdH60, demens Gleuind
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CBTeTEHGHEOTHUI  IFeOTBmNB  UJTUIRIGHD RHHECH OHTLRIGHBH. RHBES
SBHHBLLIOTH  GHOBHS HH6T OHTemad  smyewions  Pifleasr  wBmib
ATV HHH  DHHET DlGENIDHNTH  GHQUIDTHSUILL L 6orT. &.L1.1500 (1pHev
&.19. 1950 euedy BLBS LHW GlpCuIBBmIG6T Henenrd@lgsemen HEHTLSHFH0
S FWeBmTed MGyriiLmele SHHHD OFHTLTHH 2 Wihsds. &.19. 2000 eueny
o udlel DFH M emowlond MEyriLmTe D SEfesTad SHapalsHBE RemeiBul
BT EUOTLOT BB

CoBEHHUWI  LI6DHMEVHHBLPEHIHT60 Hempd CHUIBIGEMET  LOBBENLOUITES
wearefllmédHw MCrriflwisefler GQamedeomLedaBem UTLES HILLIDTSHLI
Curglasiiu’ Ler. oCrmifilw oipfle) 66aLCH STV HHINIDSHTE  61601&HIMITT
o1l ITemFUWIS, LleiIBTevalHHIal UIe] RbH 6JBBHBHTIDOITE DHHBTT SieHLIOLIHL
WPaHGHH QBT aImBB ChTeashHCHTH CFwOLIGSBSI.

61 3\ i 6] 65 6501 Wi IT (13 (31 &5 60

Leitemedtds  Bmevenliul @Lpedled SHBSHTM BTD HTEVANUISHHET DINHI]
QUMBWITEN (LpeiGea(BLILIBemeNUD LoBILIfFevenendd 2 I LihHe CauemiBLd 6T6iiendu D
BTV UWLIGHMSB PHH AHNHHEH SNBUBHED 6IALMBUID HeuTDTHF GFUIU
Ceuswr(HLD. 1700-s6fl6d  FH6iT  LTELE 611IRHUW  OFH6iIehHUIH  SHL6)6TTH6N 60T
GanPwrsl BD, @RbHUl  10HH6T6  1DHID, LIPSHHMIDSEHBIHT Senel  GLIT6S
QD LB BI6VUHET  DMNHGHID BIDSHEG B HGH O&ICUTNUIS HHeIeL
HNEhFWIOTGID. Bewen 18,19-10 BIBBTeI(BHeN6L Feips, GUTHEMTHTY, FloUl,
SITFuIsd FWBHB SN BIDHEG 2 HHBEHI. DHMTH HIENETUITSD CHTemI(H
MCrmiiw BTH®E6T B GBHH SETH UH6] QFUISHHSTID RNHHmabU
BIT6S6T eLP6VID HLD(LPEMLUWI UF6OTBeNMB MBHIHI CETeni(h SHrevaiuldF FibHenendE
THITH [BID eTFHTalemaIenul HHDHSH CalewiBld, PHHH HeNeVeNUl 2 6WIHEI
HNEH IHFMeVDH CHIQUIID,LTOTBHMBD HEWIBEMITHHID H6 OHTE Y85 bHHMSD
bHHD CFUILH CFBTENEHHH SMHCW @[H FUPHTUID HT6V6NWIT S dHHH 36V HHSDI
G YHbH CoTPuledmbal S alHalsHHs CEHTeTEnHHEOTELD.

Ueiienens smevalldaioud WBHTewm  ellLoit & 6ormi sl

Leitemedids BTV GHHINID CBTeTeNBUITS 2 HEUTHUIS HTeL &L L LTIl
1990-561f180BW  SiHeir  WHTew eiFTallenendEpd  Hpearmuleysefed 2 6Tengl.
RHCsTeTemBWITENH! Goemev BT 1960 GBIILTEH HGIOfHBHI LIVHMEVDH BHLDBHHIHI0
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Carmmmid QuUBBEI. 6leCa B HOIfobs FFuisd, CUTHETTHITT HevET FTihHd
CameTenaWTd SHbBEGOWT sen FhBHHHHLILIBHBSI.

Gauid L6 TevaluID 6T6IB GFTEL6VTL 6Tl MGITUILIULI HEVTFFTTHmSH
Hrevalflend SQlILIENL_UT60 UFeUTHBBTGSID GFUIL (PUIBFHHMEI. Gosuld aiyseoTmer
DM HFH LISBRIBEDHD STV HHIOID 61601 Q6MBIBEGH6NT (PIQUIFQFUISBSHI.

SBSHHLUQUITES 2 605 LWDTHEENGGD, G (WHeoTellhHHiadhHBEL0D
Leiremenr &mevelldHEHioud Hlewswuind RhbHBEsH Hally mHLUL rdluied
OpmEBHIHMmeT HNTHHBHI 6tenimId DO MHS MCrminlw BHrHHe 6T DIFHHMy
MOWHHBES e1HgTen  CFmeveom_eons  Lisiiensnd SHrevalbHiald 2 ®moaihaam
Curgl et RQECBTeTensWITOIH QbHHwTelBE CUT®HSHHITET  ClETeTenHsUITS
NeNMMBIGLD 6160IMI LN6IBMTevaHEHIOID GHMlHaH LivBaIm eIlDTFaImhissT SHBerTuiane0asy
N 6NHIG BB

Ol L)

CuBePHHF FobHe0HmeN LaIHED CHTNIH SHHUIF G660 LleTensd
srevellwid eteniliengd Lflbgidh Oomeimen Geuewr(Bid. L6 Hmeveliul  6MILOTE 6ord 560t
Cprasd LI 19ad Srevaiul elemenalmsmen allTFLSTES I BID DIENLOWITLOED
GBI L @HHTeuHH60 FTHUL UHHHHIH T HITOFUISOLTHHMEMUD LB Fepdll
LT & FMEBMENUID SIEWL_WITEND H6e0I(h ITHILUSTHD QHHH CalewTgu (6.
RQeiauenasulled Llatenend smevefllul  efliofFard RbHHUF FapsHmd
® UBIDUIDTHBHHMBE 6IHTT HemeOUTL DL HBIDHSH 2 H|SBEI.

umiTenel  [BIT6D&6IT

1.6.81HHenb@IonT, (OHT.1)., L1601 BTeVSIUILD, Felpabld
@Re0bBAWID- DTSluls,
uTemel  LILe GHageierd,
OFsitemenr- 600 014.
WP H6e0 LAII-2017.

2. B.(pHHICLOTH6, - omThwd B ([HMTH6IT,
sreuwt  Geueui®,
OFsitemenr- 600 024.

WP H6e0 LZAIIL-2007.
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ABSTRACT

The present study explores the novel The Mountains Sing by Nguyen Phan
Que Mai through the lens of decolonized trauma theory. Nguyen Phan Que Mai is a
Vietnamese author of eight fiction and nonfiction in Vietnamese language. The Mountain
Sings (2020) is his debut novel in English. This article focuses on the postcolonial
applications of trauma theory, thereby addressing both the sufferings and healing needs.
The study sheds light on the novel The Mountains Sing through the lens of decolonized
trauma theory. It highlights the narratology of trauma, its aftermath and reconciliation to
analyze the issue of cross-cultural ethics. Additionally, the study explicates the history
and culture of Vietnamese people through the characters in the novel.

Keywords: decolonized, narratology, Eurocentric, rejuvenation, postcolonial

In The Mountains Sing, Nguyen Phan Que Mai has depicted the sufferings of
Tran family, a microcosm of Vietnam families, caught amidst a series of war. The story is
told through two voices namely, grandmother Dieu Lan, and her granddaughter Huong.
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Nguyen Phan Que Mai is the recipient of top literary awards of Vietnam. The Mountains
Sing got numerous awards including Winner of the 2020 Lannan Literary Award
Fellowship.

The Mountains Sing narrates the journey of Tran family who undergo painful
experiences during the war in Vietnam. The writer was born in North Vietnam, where
she experienced hunger, faced deaths and horrors of war, all around her. In an interview,
she recounts her experiences of painfully remembering - the agonies of mothers crying
for their lost children and people committing suicide because their beloved didn’t return
home. These experiences form the core of the novel. The title itself is a metaphor, which
represents the belief of Vietnamese people. “Son Ca” means ‘The Mountains Sing’. It
narrates a tale that the “Son Ca songs can reach heaven and souls of the dead can return
in the “Son Ca” singing” (MS 127).

The origin of decolonized trauma theory started with the publication of the special
issue of Studies in the Novel. Itis based on the advancements in the postcolonial literary
studies. Prior to the publication of the book, trauma theory was centered on ‘white’
subjects such as Holocaust survivors. Many critics expressed the limitations of such
theory. Trauma studies were first developed in 1990’°s which solely relied on Freud’s
concepts of psychology. But many postcolonial critics argue that traditional trauma theory
is insufficient to depict the experiences of suppressed people because of its lack of attention
to the historical and cultural context of marginalized groups.

Decolonizing trauma theory draws a parallel link between trauma studies and
postcolonial criticism. It explores the sufferings of minority groups who are colonized.
Minority groups include non-western cultures, particularly the people of third world.
Therefore decolonizing trauma theory moves beyond a Eurocentric trauma paradigm.
The theory represents history, culture and artistic representation of colonized people. In
the novel, grandmother Dieu Lan compares the sufferings of Vietnam people to the
mountains: ‘“The challenges faced by Vietnamese people throughout history are as tall as
the tallest mountains. If you stand too close, you won’t be able to see their peaks. Once
you step away from the currents of life, you will have the full view” (MS 9).

Unlike the traditional trauma theory, the decolonized trauma theory does not
give importance on solely individual traumatization, but include sufferings of collectives.
One of the characters in the novel, who is a war veteran, laments about the bombings
which is aresult of his crew presence in the neighbouring villages. According to Rothberg,
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decolonized trauma is a trauma that gives importance to the beliefs, ceremonies and
traditions of minority groups. Grandma Dieu Lan echoes the novelist ideas on the
manipulative history written by the ‘whites’ and thereby she insists the indigenous writers
to come up with their own voices. Indigenous communities have a high regard for nature.
They are in harmony with nature. The novelist does not limit the trauma theory to humans.
The destructions caused by war on nature are also explained in the novel. A character in
the novel is agonized by the destruction of nature by the war, “It was depressing whenever
we passed a destroyed area. No birds, butterflies, flowers, or green tress. The howling
wind sounded like the cackling of angry ghosts” (MS 158).

Decolonized theory explores the effects of the trauma during and after
colonization. This understanding is achieved through trauma narratives of the suppressed
people. Trauma narratives play a crucial role in depicting the trauma and its aftermath.
Psychoanalyst Judith Herman in her book Trauma and Recovery weaves narratives of
trauma “as a detailed oral report embedded in historical and social context within a
stipulated time frame” (n.p). Postcolonial literature paves the way for understanding the
above mentioned ideas by depicting numerous narratives to show both trauma and
aftermath. The protagonist Dieu Lan tells the story of her life to granddaughter Huong
that lay deep in her psyche. The narrative strategy helps her to overcome the pain caused
by trauma. Therefore in indigenous communities, oral modes of narratives are fruitful in
addressing trauma. The characters in the novel communicate with each other through
deathbed letters and dairies which are kept hidden. This in turn, paves the way for
reconciliation.

Decolonized trauma theory insists not only upon the melancholy experience but
move beyond the state of healing, rejuvenation and personal growth. Grandmother Dieu
Lan, reacts in a positive way, amidst war stating that ‘““The war might destroy our houses,
but it can’t extinguish our spirit” (MS 18).Spiritualism also comes in a way with
postcolonial theory when dealing with the aftermath of traumatic experience. In this
context, Renee Linklater opines that decolonized trauma theory involves healing strategies,
which are productive in dealing with the aftermath of trauma in the indigenous communities.
The characters in the novel seek the help of ‘shaman’, who is a religious healer, to
overcome the sufferings caused by the trauma. Spiritualism also helps in evoking the
blessings of ancestors for a meaningful beginning. In the very first lines of the novel,
Nguyen through her character Huong, evoke the ancestors blessing for her task of writing
anovel.
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Indigenous communities have their own ways of understanding and healing the
trauma. The Great Famine is depicted in a traumatic account, where the protagonist of
the novel makes her hungry children to sleep by singing a lullaby. The sufferings of Dieu
Lan in her motherland is painfully addressed. The land beholds her reminiscence and
loss. She has undergone series of aching events from her escape as a beggar, because of
Land Reform movement, to abandoning of her children one after another. The trauma
does not end, it continues till her death. But throughout her journey of life and death, she
hopes for a better future and thrives hard for it to happen. She even indulges in black
marketing for livelihood which is considered as a taboo in her community.

In order to understand the trauma of minority groups, it is important to understand
their culture. The trauma experienced by an indigenous woman is understood in terms of
her culture. Huong’s mother Ngoc expresses her grief over being molested by a group of
men. She laments “who would want to touch a woman who had been trampled by other
men? Today I rubbed my body until it blood. I want to wash the filth from my skin, but
it’s too late” (MS 209).

Forgiveness is a healing force in many of the postcolonial fiction. Forgiveness is
a key to reconciliation. Despite the irrevocable scars of past and present wounding of
the characters in the novel, the final pages show healing and personal growth. The
concluding lines of the novel, do not linger in the past pain, but affirm recovery from
traumatic wounding. Grandmother Dieu Lan surrenders her years of enmity by practising
Buddhism. The novelist has also included many proverbs in the Vietnamese language by
giving them an English translation. The proverbs are rich in meaning and display cultural
beliefs of Viethamese communities.

The Mountains Singspowerfully expresses her concern over the dangers of the
war and wishes for a peaceful earth in future. She echoes her thoughts through the character
Huong, “But by reading their books, I saw the other side of them — their humanity.
Somehow I was sure that if people were willing to read each other, and see the light of
other cultures, there would be no war on earth” (MS 161). These lines explore cross
cultural ethics by giving importance to the ‘other’ side as well, thereby moving beyond
the traumatic events to the path of reconciliation. The exploration of indigenous history
and culture in engagement with decolonized trauma theory has been analyzed in the
novel The Mountains Sings.
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Abstract

Science fiction has become a tool to imagine new horizons and to crossover the
same. With the advent of technoscience and space explorations, science fiction writings
have proven their relevance time and time again. Octavia Estelle Butler was one of the
critically acclaimed science fiction writers. Octavia Butler’s short story “Bloodchild”
garnered much attention when it was first published in 1995. It is much more than a story
of slavery; itis a story of symbiosis, attachment between two different species. Butler is
known for her narratives zeroing in on symbiosis, hybrid identities, miscegenation,
Afrocentricity. The present paper tries to apply the theory of Istvan Csicsery-Ronay’s
seven beauties of science fiction to Butler’s “Bloodchild”. The researcher aims to decode
the presence of Csicsery-Ronay’s beauties in the select short story.

Keywords: Octavia Butler, Bloodchild, Istvan Csicsery-Ronay, Seven beauties

Octavia Estelle Butler (1947-2006), the renowned Science Fiction writer
grabbed both the Nebula and Hugo Awards for her short story “Bloodchild”. “Bloodchild”
is the titular story of the collection Bloodchild and Other Stories published in 1995.
Two more stories were added to the initial seven pieces (five short stories and two
essays). In her ‘Afterword’ to the story, Butler explained the reasons that inspired her to
conceive this story in the first place. Butler viewed this story as a story of love, a coming-
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of-age story of a little boy named Gan, and finally as a story with a novum of male
pregnancy. The underlying reason for this novum is her fear of the botfly; she also imagined
a context where symbiosis with another organism seems possible.

Symbiosis and hybrid reproduction seem to be the recurrent tropes of Butler as
they provide more chances to explore the different aspects of humanity when faced with
the Other. Butler authored three novel series the Patternists Series (1976-1984), Lilith’s
Brood (1987-1989) and the Parable Series (1993 and 1998), two standalone novels
— Kindred (1979) and Fledgling (2005) and a short story collection in 1995.
Posthumans, hybrid identities, vampires, aliens are the protagonists of her writings. Her
oeuvre is categorised as Afrofuturistic as she uses the themes of Afrocentricity with
Black characters as her protagonists. The survival of humanity rests on the shoulders of
these Black protagonists in Butler’s world. Butler’s novels have been read as both hard
and soft science fiction. Many critical perspectives have been applied to her writings
and analysed from various point of views. Her realistic writings prove to be relevant
even today. The aim of this paper is to analyse Octavia Butler’s “Bloodchild” using
Istvan Csicsery-Ronay’s theory of the seven beauties of science fiction.

Istvan Csicsery-Ronay (1950-) is a Professor Emeritus of English at DePauw
University, Indiana, U.S. He teaches Science Fiction, Science Fiction Cinema, World
Literature and Shakespeare Studies. He is the co-editor of Science Fiction Studies,
founding editor of Humananimalia: A Journal of Human/Animal Interface Studies.
He authored The Seven Beauties of Science Fiction (2008) which was critically
acclaimed. He also edited On Philip K. Dick: 40 Articles from Science Fiction Studies
(1992) with Arthur B Evans, Veronica Hollinger and R.D. Mullen. He was one of the
editors of The Weslyan Anthology of Science Fiction (2010) along with Arthur B.
Evans, Joan Godon, Veronica Hollinger, Rob Latham and Carol McGirl.

The Seven Beauties of Science Fiction is a critical analysis of the tropes used
in science fiction in general. In the “Preface” of his book, he explains the reason for the
title. Itis an allegory of a Persian poem “The Haft Paykar” (1197) written by Nizami, the
twelfth-century Azeri poet. The title means “seven portraits”. It tellsthe story of King
Bahram Gur who sees the portraits of seven beautiful princesses and marries them
immediately. He spends each night with each princess and they narrate him a story of
love and morality (Csicsery-Ronay x).
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According to Csicsery-Ronay, there are seven beauties in a science fiction. They
are: . .. fictive neology, fictive novums, future history, imaginary science, the science-
fictional

sublime, the science-fictional grotesque, and the Technologiade” (Csicsery-Ronay 5).
The first beauty is fictive neology. “They are fictive signa novi, signs of the new. In the
real world, any design or fashion motif whose purpose is to refer to a “New Thing,”
whose meaning depends on its newness, is a sign of newness...” (Csicsery-Ronay 13).
New terms are invented or discovered in science fictional stories. Fans of Star Trek can
never forget the Klingon language. The very word ‘robot’ was coined by the Czech
playwright Karel Capek in his play R.U.R. Many science fiction writers bring in or
introduce new words, new fictional language to suit their context which are later included
in the social and technological communications.

The second beauty is the fictive novum: ““The novum provides a “narrative kernel”
from which the sf artist constructs a detailed imaginary alternative reality. This alternative
worldisa

model that readers make sense of by constantly, though not always consciously, comparing
it with the familiar world” (Csicsery-Ronay 50). The novum is the basic setting of a
science fictional story. The novum might be singular or plural in number. Robots, aliens,
space travel, hybrid identities are all examples of novum. Science fiction stories have
future dystopian or utopian settings. The authors design their future worlds with the present
real world in their minds. As Nietzsche remarked popularly, the future can be explained
only by the present. In some cases, science fiction writers can be regarded as prophetic
writers too. This is true in the case of Isaac Asimov and his robots.

The third beauty is future history which is a kind of representation of the future.

SF writers sometimes place their stories in imaginary pasts and presents,
but most science fictions are futuristic. They are set in a future time vis-a-
vis the author’s present, or they include an event — an invention, a
discovery, a seed—that will prove to be a history-transforming novum.
(Csicsery-Ronay 76)

A science fiction writer can be compared to a historian in a literal and metaphorical
sense. He/she imagines a future with his/her past and present. It is his/her real world that
gets translated into a future one and defamiliarized in its entirety. Traces of history will

farever be present in the future.
INTERDISCIPLINARY RESEARCH JOURNALS FOR HUMANITIES:




SF relies on the historical past tense, both because narrative requires it,
and because sf’s particular construction of the future does. It is the
illusion of a completed future that allows science fictions to be told, and
for a parable-space to be formed, through which readers can shuttle
back and forth between the fictive world and consensus reality. (Csicsery-
Ronay 77)

This future history leads to a speculation most of the times as people always try to relate
the reality with the projections in the plot. The next beauty is imaginary science.

SF’s free science. Science is sf ’s pretext. Every quantum-info-nano-
bio-cyberastro-psycho-xeno-socio-physical infodump pumps up the
illusion that sf stories are dramatizations of scientific knowledge. But
even in the hardest of

hard sf, sf’s science is always figurative. It is an image of science, a
poetic illusion disguising its illusionary status. (Csicsery-Ronay 111)

When it comes to the discussion of science in science fiction, there are two broad
conceptions. Hard science fiction writers believe that the science they talk about in their
stories should be empirical. “Most sf writers, far from pushing an agenda of scrupulous
respect for scientific truth,

toy with it, making it a source of metaphors, rationalized by realistic representation,

and embedded in quasi-mythic narrative traditions that express socialconcerns” (Csicsery-
Ronay 112). Arthur C Klarke, Ray Bradbury, Isaac Asimov authored hard science
fiction novels. H.G Wells, Frank Herbert wrote soft science fiction novels. The difference
between the two is the intensity of delving into the technical and empirical aspects of
science. Both hard and soft science fiction has elements that are metaphorical, imaginary
and figurative. They are representative of reality that spurred the writer’s imagination.

The science-fictional sublime is the next beauty followed by the science-fictional
grotesque. Csicsery-Ronay defines both the terms as follows:

The sublime is a response to a shock of imaginative expansion, a
complexrecoil and recuperation of self-consciousness coping with
phenomena suddenlyperceived to be too great to be comprehended.
The grotesque is a responseto another sort of imaginative shock, the
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realization that objects thatappear to be familiar and under control are
actually undergoing surprisingtransformations, conflating disparate
elements not observed elsewhere in the world. (146-47)

In most science fiction, the element of sublimity and grotesque are one and the same.
They create awe and terror at the same time. “Inboth, the perceiver enjoys a sudden
dislocation from habitual perception” (Rosnay 146-47). The well known example of this
kind is our very renowned Frankenstein monster. Frankenstein’s monster is both sublime
and grotesque in all aspects. Similarly, in science fictional stories that which makes the
readers go in awe will definitely create abjection at one point of time. It is the
defamiliarization of the familiar things; the overlapping of the familiar with the unknown is
the cause of grotesqueness and sublimity.

Technologiade is the last beauty according to Csicsery-Ronay. This merely translates to
the technological advancements brought into the plot:

St ’s many plot loans and parabolas are structured by two distinctive
forms of a category we might call the technologiade,the epic of the
struggle surrounding the transformation of the cosmos into a technological
regime. These two dialectically related forms are the expansive space
opera and the intensive techno-Robinsonade. (Csicsery-Ronay217)

Space Operas form the core of the technologiade. Foundation Series, Starship Troopers,
Star Trek, Dune are the staple of the space opera genre. They are popular for their new
worlds, new technologies, new frontiers, new challenges and technological novelties.

“Bloodchild” tells the story of Gan, a human, and T’ Gatoi, an alien. A human
group has escaped earth long back and managed to reach an extrasolar planet full of
aliens called the Tlic. The aliens have agreed to shelter the humans on condition that they
should become host animals for their young ones. With no other option, the exchange
has begun. Over time, the aliens have understood the nature of humans and agreed to
help them. The humans are called Terrans, and those who become the host are called as
N’Tlic. T’ Gatoi is a part of Gan’s family. T’ Gatoi is a female and she has been taken out
of Gan’s father and she has been friends with Gan’s mother since childhood. The aliens
have agreed to protect humans and created a separate colony for them called as Preserve
in exchange for the humans to bear their young ones. In exchange for this, the humans are
given eggs which give them pleasure, longevity, resistance to diseases. T’ Gatoi is from a
political family and she is one of the major decision makers regarding the Preserve.
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Gan’s mother has promised one of her children to T’ Gato1 in exchange for the protection
that she offers the family against the other Tlics. The story mainly concentrates on Gan
who volunteers himself to T’ Gatoi. When he witnesses the delivery of grubs (young ones
of Tlics) from an N’ Tlic’s body, his mind wavers. He doubts his decision, gets terrified
and contemplates ending his life. But his love for T’ Gatoi overpowers him and he agrees
to bear her young at the end of the story.

According to Csicsery-Ronay, the first beauty is fictive neology i.e. new terms.
Butler has not introduced that many new terminologies in this text. She gave the alien
race the name “Tlic’ and for the human hosts, she has given the term ‘N’Tlic’. The young
ones of the Tlic are called as ‘grubs’. There is no documented origin for the word Tlic in
the context of science fiction. Other than this, Butler has not used any new terms in the
short story. Tlic are described as worm-like creatures with a long tail, several limbs and
yellow eyes. “T” Gatoi whipped her three meters of body off her couch, toward the door,
and out at full speed. She had bones —ribs, a long spine, a skull, four sets of limb bones
per segment” (Butler 9). In many instances, the movements of the Tlic are described as
if they are floating. Tlics prefer humans for their body heat and also for their biological
propensity towards pregnancy. The humans are kept separate in a place called “Preserve”
(Butler 5).

Fictive novum is the second beauty. The story takes place in an extrasolar world
where humans have reached after escaping earth; the new world is their sanctuary. Itis
revealed in the text that several humans escaped earth long back. Humans reached the
world of the Tlic in order to survive from the atrocities committed by their own kind. The
Tlic are worm-like insects that are intelligent and in need of hosts to bear their young
ones. When the humans reached the world of Tlic, they were merely treated as host
animals. The relationship was one of a parasitical kind. In due course, the relationship
between the two species improved and became mutualistic. Terrans have willingly
accepted to bear the young of the Tlic for exchange of their safety. As T’ Gatoi remarks:
“Everything lives inside you Terrans” (Butler 16). It s this biological ability of the humans
makes them the perfect host for the Tlics. Though the relationship is mutualistic, it is not
devoid of limitations. Firearms are not permitted amongst the Terrans. “‘Firearms were
illegal in the Preserve. There had been incidents right after the Preserve was established
—Terrans shooting Tlic, shooting N Tlic” (Butler 12). This is highly reminiscent of the
themes of Afrocentrism — slavery, racism, domination. T’ Gatoi and her family are
responsible for the safety of the Terrans; they have established a system where Terrans’
rights could not be violated and thus they are treated with humanity. Gan thinks of T" Gatoi’s
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attempts to protect them: “Her people wanted more of us made available. Only she and
her political faction stood between us and the hordes who did not understand why
there was a Preserve — why any Terran could not be courted, paid, drafted, in some
way made available to them” (Butler 5). Again analogies could be made between the
plot setting and the real world history and the present.

The element of future history in this story is a bit farfetched but not entirely
impossible. With the search for other living organisms in various galaxies, the future
envisioned by Butler in this story might happen one day for sure. The NIH Microbiome
Project has proven with many samples that human beings have been forever in a symbiotic
relationship with various microorganisms. Human bodies are hosts to many
microorganisms; it is a well known fact that many bacteria aid in the process of digestion
in human guts. So Butler’s vision of symbiotic relationship with another species is not
completely impossible. With the increased support for space explorations during the
Raegan era, Butler was quite prophetic regarding the future. Butler herself acknowledged
the importance of space explorations in many of her interviews.

Male pregnancy in this story forms the imaginary science, the fourth beauty of
Csicsery-Ronay. Butler has acknowledged in the “Afterword” to the story that for a
long time she wanted to write a story about male pregnancy. The Tlics have to cut open
the body of the host in order to deliver their young ones. The entire process is bloody
as described by Butler. In order to bear their young, Tlic offer the Terrans eggs, the
supplement that is needed to bear the grubs; this is provided by the Tlics. By making a
man pregnant, and that too voluntarily, Butler completely alienates the process of
pregnancy. Each family has to sacrifice a male to the Tlic for implantation. Before the
arrival of the humans, the Tlic have been using the bodies of animal for implantation. But
humans proved to be the perfect hosts and since then there is no turning back for the
Tlics. Butler raises an important question through this scientific imagination — what would
happen if pregnancy or fertility is not restricted by sex? What then becomes of sex and
gender that is constantly being debated about? A human male getting impregnated by
an alien female. Philip K. Dick described science fiction as a kind of thought-
experimentation. Butler’s “Bloodchild” fits the template. In Gan’s family, Gan is chosen
to bear the young of T’ Gatoi. “I'm told I was first caged within T” Gatoi’s many limbs
only three minutes after my birth. A few days later, I was given my first taste of egg”
(Butler 8). Gan has his moments of uncertainty and doubt, but in the end accepts his
fate.
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The next beauty is the science-fictional sublime. Humans become posthumans
with the help of Tlic in “Bloodchild”. Humans get a long-life, become disease resistant,
and age slowly because of the eggs given by the Tlic. “The eggs prolonged life, prolonged
vigor” (Butler 3). Gan represents the readers in general; he wonders how anyone can
willingly do this in exchange for a long life and benefits. Gan’s father lived twice his age
and in his old age, he married Gan’s mother and begot four children with her. All these
are because of the eggs given by his Tlic. The Tlic have studied human anatomy and they
have come up with the aid- the eggs. Human bodies, though perfect for implantation,
have their own limitations. In order to bear the grubs, which are described as deadly,
human bodies have to be altered to be more than human. Thus, they become posthumans.
Critical posthumanism is an important tool in studying science fiction. Pramod K Nayar
defines it as follows: “...radical decentring of the traditional sovereign, coherent and
autonomous human in order to demonstrate how the human is always already evolving
with, constituted by and constitutive of multiple forms of life and machines” (2). The
N’Tlics lose the autonomy over their bodies and their bodies are modified to become
something more than a normal human body. They enter into a symbiotic relationship with
a complete alien species and their very humanity is questioned. This creates both awe
and fear; both sublimity and abjection.

The grotesque part comes when Gan sees the delivery of the grubs for the first
time. An N’ Tlic Lomas is brought by T’ Gatoi for delivery. Though Gan knows what to
expect, he does not believe that he would lose control. “There was movement on the
right side —tiny, seemingly random pulsations moving his brown flesh, creating a concavity
here, a convexity there, over and over until I could see the rhythm of it and knew where
the next pulse would be” (Butler 14-15). T’ Gatoi asks Gan to help by finding a dead
animal to put the grubs in once she takes them out of Lomas. “T” Gatoi seemed to pay no
attention as she lengthened and deepened the cut, now and then pausing to lick away
blood. His blood vessels contracted, reacting to the chemistry of her saliva, and the
bleeding slowed” (Butler 15). Gan finds a dead animal and T” Gatoi places the delivered
grubs inside the flesh of the dead animal. “She found the first grub. It was fat and deep
red with his blood — both inside and out. It had already eaten its own egg case but
apparently had not yet begun to eat its host” (Butler 15). For the first time, Gan really
wonders about the entire thing and doubts creep in his mind. He even considers ending
his life once and for all, but has a change of heart after talking with T° Gatoi. The image of
the grubs eating the host’s flesh clearly proves him that he is like a property to T” Gatoi.
T’ Gatoi also senses his doubts and decides to choose his elder sister to impregnate.
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Finally, Gan gives in and T’ Gatoi impregnates him: ““Yet [ undressed and lay down beside
her. I knew what to do, what to expect. I had been told all my life. I felt the familiar sting,
narcotic, mildly pleasant. Then the blind probing of her ovipositor. The puncture was
painless, easy. So easy going in. She undulated slowly against me, her muscles forcing
the egg from her body into mine” (Butler 27).

Darko Suvin, the critically acclaimed science fiction critic defines the genre as
follows: “aliterary genre whose necessary and sufficient conditions are thepresence and
interaction of estrangement and cognition, and whosemain formal device is an imaginative
framework alternative to the author’s empirical environment” (8-9). In “Bloodchild”,
there is a perfect blend of estrangement and cognition, given the sense of familiarity and
defamiliarization at the same time. Octavia Butler was regarded as one of the major
proponents of Afrofuturism. It is a cultural aesthetic which projects everything through
the lens of Afrocentricity. “Science fiction often talks about race by not talking about
race,makes real aliens, has hidden race dialogues. Even though it is a literaturethat talks
a lot about underclasses or oppressed classes, it does

so from a privileged if somewhat generic white space” (Lavender 7-8). The theme of
slavery is throughout the story. Human bodies are violated by the aliens for their purpose.
Though the humans become posthumans, they lose their agency and autonomy over
their selves thereby becoming docile bodies as suggested by Foucault: “A body is docile
that may be subjected, used, transformed and improved” (Foucault 136). Butler also
talks about bodily perversions through the symbiotic relationship between humans and
aliens. Itis a kind of reproductive slavery that could be compared to the African slavery.
The notions related to birthing processes have been changed long back because of IVF
and surrogacy. Butler also critiques heteronormativity through the abject relationship of
two different species.

To conclude, Istvan Csicsery-Ronay’s theory of seven beauties of science fiction
perfectly fit Butler’s “Bloodchild”. Though Butler never acknowledged that it is a story
of reproductive slavery, the analysis of the tropes mentioned by Csicery-Ronay proves
that “Bloodchild” is also a story about slavery and thus it becomes Afrofuturistic in its
treatment of the novum. The novum plays an important part in the story and all the other
mentioned beauties are dependent on the novum in general. Thus Butler’s “Bloodchild”
defamiliarizes the category called ‘human’.
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Abstract

The introduction of the Intelligent Tutoring System (ITS), which promised
personalised education to students and intended to adapt to learners’ needs, marked the
beginning of the use of Al in second language acquisition. Al is said to be capable of
processing a wide range of human abilities, making it more functionally effective and
faster. Research shows numerous advantages of using Al for language learners. Al has
the potential to revolutionise education and empower students by providing them with
the flexibility to work at their own pace. Al-powered language learning technologies
support language acquisition by reinforcing concepts and emphasising topics that students
find difficult, engaging them in activities they enjoy, addressing their interests, and
accounting for elements like cultural background. However, the use of Al-based
technology in second language teaching and learning is still limited. By adding Al into
teaching and learning, instructors can gain valuable insight into their student’s interests,
abilities, and other traits. The study discusses the benefits of implementing Al-based
technology in SL classrooms and suggests a few Al-based tools for teaching vocabulary,

grammar, and pronunciation.

INTERDISCIPLINARY RESEARCH JOURNALS FOR HUMANITIES:



Introduction:

Second language learning experienced a social shift in the late 1990s after
researchers started to believe that language learning is more of a socio-cultural experience
(Arshavskaya, 2020; Eun & Lim, 2009; Ozfidan et al., 2014). The advancement of
digital technology also made it possible for SL classrooms to adopt ICT-integrated
language teaching strategies. The second language classrooms incorporated smartboards
replacing traditional chalkboards, projection displays replacing traditional charts, audio-
video players, and desktop computers. A teacher-centred classroom gave way to student-
centred classroom procedures and educational models. Teachers now serve as facilitators,
creating a supportive and cooperative learning atmosphere for the students.

Needless to say, to compete in the global academic sphere, educational institutions
and second language instructors must necessarily adapt to technological innovation. The
existing digital tools for teaching languages arose in the late 1990s when learners had
limited access to technology and the internet. However, unlike their predecessors, students
in the twenty-first century are more familiar with technology and the internet. Present
learners can use digital devices like laptops, tablets, and smartphones, which provide
them access to the internet whenever and anywhere, in contrast to their previous generation
learners who were restricted to the four walls to gain access to technology or the internet.
The current generation of second language learners may now access resources around-
the-clock thanks to networked learning, which has also opened the door to the self-
paced study. Employing web 2.0 tools, collaborative boards, social networking sites,
chatbots, virtual worlds, and other contemporary technologies has brought a paradigm
shift in teaching-learning. The Internet of Things (IoT) and artificial intelligence (Al) have
allowed for the widespread adoption of digital devices in today’s society. Hence, second-
language teachers must use these tools to improve the learning environment for their
students and make them feel at ease and motivated. The current study examines the
application of Al in learning second languages and suggests a few applications for
integrating Al into the instruction of grammar, vocabulary and pronunciation.

Artificial Intelligence and Second Language Learning:

Implementing artificial intelligence in second language learning has impressive
benefits. Studies show that algorithms powered by artificial intelligence can boost language
learning across the board (Mele et al., 2022; Zawacki-Richter et al., 2019). Large
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institutions can use Al-based language learning software to expand the expertise of their
resources, and individual students can also study whenever and wherever they choose
with Al language learning.

Artificial intelligence (AI) has come a long way from its inception in the 1950s
when Alan Turing attempted to determine if machines could think as intelligently as humans,
which became known as the ‘Turing test’ (Oppy & Dowe, 2003). Al has been a driving
force in the 21st century, assisting society and humans in numerous ways. Al is employed
in social media, marketing, finance, healthcare, robotics, lifestyle, agriculture, gaming,
and e-commerce. The second-language classroom is one of the areas in which artificial
intelligence has not been used extensively. However, the introduction of Intelligent Tutoring
Systems (I'TS), which promised personalised education to students and aimed to adapt
to their needs as systems which strive to care about learners in that sense, marked the
beginning of the use of Al in second language acquisition.

The twenty-first century artificial intelligence is capable of things once thought to
be its limitations in the late nineteenth century. A broad spectrum of human abilities can be
processed by Al, which is functionally efficient and processed faster. Al is currently
employed in the educational spectrum for smaller tasks such as human facial recognition,
biometric data collection, text-to-speech and speech-to-text translation, photo location
tagging, etc. However, Al has virtually little application in classroom teaching and learning.
Alis used in classrooms by second language teachers who feel that Computer Assisted
Language Learning (CALL) improves the results of second language instruction, albeit
many of these teachers are only familiar with the basics of CALL. Researchers have
discovered several ways in which Al benefits language learners. For example, it can help
students learn a language more quickly students can learn a language by repeating phrase
patterns(Park & Yang, 2020), and it can also help students in a group improve their
speaking abilities(El Shazly, 2021), particularly their pronunciation(Dewi et al., 2021).
Besides the classroom, Siri, Google Now, Microsoft Cortana, and Amazon Alexa are a
few examples of Al tools today’s students use for their day-to-day activities.

Artificial intelligence (AI) can empower students and transform education. The
fourth industrial revolution demands that all teachers learn about Al Teachers think using
Al in the classroom will limit the teacher’s role or shrink the teaching-learning process. It
can be said that artificial intelligence, whether a computer, robot, machine, mechanical
algorithmic accessory, or data server, enables some tasks to be completed more quickly
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or efficiently than humans would have completed alone. Traditional schools can implement
artificial intelligence language learning to give pupils more options. A few advantages of
using Al inside a second language classroom are providing instant feedback, deeper
involvement in the learning process, language bots, machine translation, and no fear of
failure (Rohalevych, 2022). Learners can work at their own pace with the help of Al-
powered language learning platforms that repeat concepts and highlight concepts they
struggle with, engage them with tasks they excel at, cater to their interests, and take into
consideration aspects like cultural background.

Following are the statistics of Al usage in the Educational spectrum. (Team, 2022)

. Al will power over 47% of learning management tools in the next three
years.
. Research shows that 20% to 40% of the current workload of teachers

can be automated using current technology.

. An Al-enabled chatbot can answer a student’s question in merely 2.7
seconds.

. An Al-powered chatbot answered 91% of student questions correctly
ata university in Spain.

Alin learning pronunciation:

The advancement of artificial intelligence has resulted in the discovery of speech
recognition and voice pattern detection features using machine learning and natural
language processing. According to studies, Al-based pronunciation tools can identify up
to 86% of mispronounced words in a speech and reduce mispronunciations in learners
by up to 23% (Li & Meng, 2014). Several Al-powered android and web-based
applications have been created to teach non-native English speakers how to pronounce
English words. A recent Google application called Bolo employs an Al named Diya to
identify words in English that are difficult for Hindi speakers to pronounce and train them
to pronounce them correctly. The results show that 64% of children’s pronunciation
skills have improved (Perez, 2019). As a result, Google launched Readalong, one of its
flagship applications.
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ELSA is another Al-based language learning platform that uses machine learning
to train spoken English. ELSA uses a variety of non-native speakers’ accents and
pronunciations to assist learners in mastering them. Like ELSA, Language Confidence is
another powerful Al tool for English pronunciation. The latter claim that their system can
recognise over 10,000 of the most commonly used English words in natural speech,
supports a wide range of dialects and provides the most detailed feedback (Automated
pronunciation assessment API, 2022). This application includes comprehensive data

analytics, customisable grading, closed-end evaluation, and support for multiple accents.

Another app, Blue Canoe, uses specific speech recognition software to analyse
the audio using machine learning models to identify discrepancies. After a given point of
time of daily use, an artificially intelligent (AI) teacher provides users with tailored feedback,
letting them know precisely how they mispronounce specific terms. Other apps that aid
in English pronunciation include Cambridge Al Speech Tutor and Chatterfox. Second-
language teachers should utilise these Al-based learning apps inside the classroom to

help their students improve their pronunciation.
Alinlearning grammar:

Studies show that Al-based grammar instruction tools, such as chatbots,
significantly improve grammar skills (Huang et al., 2021). Grammar is essential in writing;
these Al-based applications use trial-and-error methods to help learners understand
proper grammar. That is, the apps will force learners to write something; as they write,
they will make suggestions to help them learn proper grammar. The best and classic
example is Google’s Gmail chat box which highlights incorrect grammar with a blue line
while the user composes an email using Al-corrected grammar. When one clicks on the

underlined word or phrase, Google’s grammar suggestions appear.

Similarly, Grammarly, an online tool with more than 20 million active users (IVP,
2021) and a decade of Al-based error detection experience, recently rolled out a slew
of new features, including grammar suggestions tailored to the tone and domain of the
user’s writing. For example, if the tone and domain are formal, the algorithm will strictly
apply the grammatical rules; if it is casual writing, the algorithm is flexible in applying

them.
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Grammar-checking software is nothing new, but the technology enabling it is becoming
increasingly sophisticated. In order to create its algorithms, Grammarly claims to employ
ahybrid approach that includes several natural language processing techniques, including
machine learning, deep learning, and custom rules. Microsoft has also recently introduced
an artificial intelligence-based editor pane to Microsoft Office, which helps learners correct

their grammar as they write.

Even though online editing tools like Grammarly and Google Docs’ grammatical
suggestions are not perfect, the artificial intelligence and machine learning algorithms
behind them successfully enhance how many of us write. It also spots errors involving
more complex grammatical rules. Even professionals utilise these editing tools to find
errors before they accidentally go public while writing emails, texts, or more formal
writing. In such a case, language teachers must also cope with these applications and

should try to incorporate them in second-language classrooms.
Al in learning vocabulary:

Lingvistis an application powered by Al and machine learning. It offers up to
3,000 of the most common terms in the language in the tool’s free edition (Wetherbee,
2022). The app compiles data from online sources such as articles, movie subtitles, and
books to create practical courses. Lessons evolve throughout time based on prior errors.
The app also uses the spaced repetition technique of learning, which entails finishing
more complicated challenges before simpler ones. It quickly skips through words learners
have mastered and repeats terms they frequently get wrong to maximise learning. The
software offers grammatical context tips when they respond incorrectly to help them

learn.

Duolingo is another free language learning programme that employs artificial
intelligence, machine learning, and gamification to make language learning entertaining
and engaging. The platform keeps track of performance and usage and employs spaced
repetition to decide which challenges to present to the learners. Additionally, the software
can predict when learners will forget anything they have learned and strives to ensure that
they retain it. The software uses a machine learning feature called “birdbrain,” which
estimates learners’ chances of getting something right or wrong. Such a feature enables it

to modify a certain lesson’s difficulty level.
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Knowji, an audio-visual vocabulary application that uses current educational
research, is another of the best Al teaching tools available today. Knowji employs
various techniques and ideas to speed up learning for language learners. The Al education
tool monitors the progress of each word and anticipates when users are most likely to
forget it. These skills are attained through a spacing repetition algorithm, which helps
students get better at learning over time. Memrise, another app, uses real-time item
identification techniques to keep users interested in learning. Users can take a photo of
any object and upload it to the app to learn its name in the language they want.

Limitations of Al

Whether a computer or artificial intelligence can simulate the human brain hinges
on how the brain and, consequently, an individual’s mind are conceptualised. It is not
difficult to imagine a time in the future when artificial intelligence can simulate mental
processes. However, if we understand the mind as a tool for volitional learning, it appears
plausible to suggest that artificial intelligence will never have or be able to acquire all of
the human mind’s capabilities.

Smart technology does enhance learning, but it cannot replace the benefits of
human interaction. An over-reliance on artificial intelligence for learning could lead to
learning errors that are more harmful than helpful. Computers are getting smarter every
day, demonstrating the ability to teach and learn from other computers. However, it is
debatable whether they can exercise intuition-based judgement in unfamiliar situations,
which commonly arise in the classroom.

There are also a few limitations in using Al among early-level learners. The
main one is that instead of teaching children how to do things on their own, it decreases
their capacity for critical thought and increases their reliance on technology. Technology
may encourage student laziness by making it easier and more comfortable for individuals
who do not want to put effort into their studies.

Conclusion:

Technology-enhanced learning has always had a favourable impact on the
teaching and learning process. The application of artificial intelligence (Al) to the study
of second languages, particularly in pronunciation, grammar, and vocabulary, has already
demonstrated its viability in significantly influencing second language learners’ learning
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curves. Despite certain limits, there are numerous advantages to integrating technology
in the classroom, particularly artificial intelligence-driven technology. Therefore,
educational institutions and teachers of second languages should make significant efforts
to integrate Al-based technology into classroom teaching and learning.
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Abstract

This paper focuses primarily on the challenges confronted by the human resources
department in managing the flexible employment of low-skilled on-demand platform
workers. They are called gig workers because of their temporary nature. The problems
they face are innumerable. The poor working conditions, poor job security, lower pay,
and deprived status quo increase their burden even more. Their job satisfaction levels
are pitiful. There is no social security assistance in their lives. In this paper, the researcher
has examined secondary sources to figure out the problems faced by gig workers in
reality.

Key Words: human resources, job satisfaction, work force, demand.

The last decade has witnessed a great rise in the gig economy all around the
globe. The reasons for the paradigm shift are the rapid advancement of communication
through internet technologies and the attitudinal change of Millennials and Gen-Z in
choosing their careers due to unemployment. In India, this model of economy has largely
come into existence after the impact of Covid-19. According to the Code of Social
Security 2019, a Gig worker is defined as a person “who performs work or participates
in a work arrangement and earns from such activities outside of traditional

employer-employee relationships” .

Areport by Niti Aayog states that in India, there were about twenty-four lakh
and fifty thousand gig workers in 2011-2012, which rose to seventy-seven lakh in
2020-2021. The estimated projection is that there will be about two crore and thirty-
five lakh workers by 2029-2030, which is about 4.1 percentage of the total workforce
of India. Frazer (2019) classifies gig workers as low-skilled (blue-collar) delivery workers
for Swiggy and high-skilled (gold-collar) consultants in I'T industries. These workers
are distinguished by flexible and temporary jobs that are contractual. It is largely driven
by a well-designed technology architecture on a digital platform.

The Deloitte Global Millennial Survey of 2019 states that millennials and Gen Z
are more driven and oriented towards self-employment and jobs that provide freedom
and independence. So, they opt for freelancing and contract jobs. They never lock
themselves into full-time jobs that require time and dedication. According to the survey,
eighty-four percentage of millennials and eighty-one percentage of Gen Z chose gig

work
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These young people are drawn to this economic model because of the flexibility
of the work, the control they have over their time, and the ability to earn according to
their interests. When a person faces unemployment shocks or a financial crisis in his life,
he gets jobs immediately a job in the gig economy. Even though jobs are booming in this
sector, social security remains a great question for the employees who are employed in
such businesses.

These jobs generally rest on internet technology and are also called “platform
economy’’, where human labour is available in various forms over the internet. It can be
called labour as a service (laas). Here, algorithmic management of human labour plays a
vital role. The gig economy primarily focuses on performance culture. The performance
appraisals of workers depend on the completion of tasks and the volume of work
completed. The performance of a labourer is calculated based on an algorithm generated
by artificial intelligence on the completed tasks.

For 9-5 jobs generating contracts on terms and conditions of work and labour
turn out to be an easy task. Whereas framing policies and contracts for gig workers
poses a wide challenge for the human resource managers as these workers are freelancers
and contractual. There is a chance of them to work for multiple employers (moonlighting)
where the quality of output they produce is a matter of concern. As these workers are
working on online platforms monitoring and control mechanisms are underdeveloped.
Poor organisational communication almost always leads to social isolation.

According to the Harvard Business Review, gig workers enjoy a greater sense
of flexibility and autonomy than traditional full-time employees. But they too face the
exclusive challenges of job security, lack of career development, a strong sense of
alienation, and difficulty finding meaning in their work.

The Economic Times reveals that gig work provides only a fixed salary to the
labour employed, whereas there is no social security and poorer working conditions in
the sector. The people who are engaged in cab and delivery services in India have
raised their concerns and protested several times in recent years. Even though these
employees worked more than eight hours per day and were given weekly off, the business
model appears to be unaccountable for their efforts. Each organisation has its values
and culture. The culture of an organisation is portrayed by the values that its employees

possess. Building the ethics and morale of workers in a similar environment is an arduous

ta sk
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People + Strategy Journal calls the gig economy the “‘era of disruption” for chief
human resource officers (CHROs). The major reason for the disruption is due to the
change in work culture, programme, procedure, and policies that have already been
framed for permanent employment. The human resources department must adapt to
create a new set of working conditions, programs, policies, and procedures for the gig
workforce.

In this gig culture, the recruitment and selection of candidates are done through
technology-enabled online talent platforms. It has created a dependency on the human
resources department, which heavily relies on the platforms. Now it’s time for the CHROs
to decide whether to depend on the talent platform or the procurement department to fill
the entire workforce of the organisation. HR needs to be more agile and innovative in
facing the business turbulence of this new age, which is denoted as a ““volatility, uncertainty,
complexity, and ambiguity” (VUCA) environment.

As acclaimed by the Northeast HR Association, there could be a definite change
in the traditional views on career development planning, performance management, and
succession planning. The leadership style would transform from “command and control”
to “collaborating, partnering, and mentoring.”

Following Abinaya Rajamanickam, an Oracle HCM consultant, attracting and
retaining talent in such an environment becomes a greater challenge for the human
resources department. Recruitment needs to be instant and not prolonged in nature.
From sourcing to onboarding, the process should take about a week. The performance
of an employee must be evaluated based on short-range objectives as the work is task
oriented. The learning and development should be bite-sized and not long-drawn, as it
may not be profitable. As there may be frequent exists and hires, succession planning
has to be done on a contingency basis.

Francesca Di Meglio, the editor of HR Exchange Network, mentions in her
article that the participation of freelancers would not be consistent as compared to full-
time workers. This would make it even more challenging to define the team culture of an
organisation. There would be no formal hierarchy in the workplace, so monitoring progress
would be a concern.

Charlotte Penny has given some solutions for managing the gig workforce. The
human resource manager has seen the job from the worker’s perspective. The HR has
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to understand the reason for employees choosing similar jobs and needs to give a clear
picture of the job to set the right expectations. The employees need to be kept connected
to remove social isolation. The employees are to be included in the team by hosting
meetings, and team lunches so that they may feel included. Setting the right feedback
mechanism for their work would enhance their engagement. Autonomy should be given
to workers to perform their jobs and micro managing would not fetch better results.
Paying market rates keeps their morale and engagement steady and strong.

Shalini L staffing and recruitment expert suggests managing the blue-collar
workforce. The employer needs to upskill the workforce to keep them engaged, and
motivated and embrace new technologies. Automation of attendance would lead to less
exploitation and productive use of the employees’ manhours. Payment of salary at the
right time and integrated payroll management would reduce the attrition rate. Small loan
disbursement with lower interest rates to the employees who are in need would improve
the quality of work life of employees. Healthcare assistance would lessen them to survive
on their fixed income.

These measures could improve job satisfaction and serve as retention strategies.
The government has played a pivotal role in promoting social security measures to increase
the quality of life of this labour force in the long term.
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ABSTRACT

Technology in the twenty-first century has arrived at a phase where humankind
has found the ways to identify the beginning of the universe by sending James Webb
Space Telescope (JWST). This telescope is considered to be a time machine that can
take human beings to the age when the universe was created and how it was created.
When the world moves at a rapid phase, literature starts reflecting everything in the same
phase. Sometimes, literature predicts what may happen in the future with fancy and
imagination. Many literary works, on the genre science fiction, give the world an outline
of all the scientific advancement that is going to be developed in the forth coming decades.
The father of science fiction H.G. Wells in his work the time machine would have written
the plot based on the time travel in the year 1895. This kind of ideas is from the post
human literature which depicts the non anthropocentric world. This paper is an attempt
to find out how the author Sujatha has used post human ideas in his novel Pesum

Pommaigal.
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Bornin the year 1935, Sujatha alias Ranganathan was a graduate engineer. After pursuing
bachelors’ degree in Physics from the Madras University, he graduated in the field of
Electronics from M.I.T. He worked more than thirty years in the Bangalore Bharath
Electricals and also in Central Government’s Air Transport department. He also served
as advisor in both these departments even after his retirement. Electronic voting machine
is one of his significant inventions for which he was awarded Vasvik award.

When the writer of this novel was asked whether the process of Downloading is
possible, he has mentioned that with the development of Artificial Intelligence this process
has reached a notable success in the research conducted by various developed countries
like the United States of America. We live in the era of artificial intelligence and everything
is becoming possible to human beings like traveling to space, sending signals to other
galaxies, etc. the Hollywood movies has also become the main source of post human
thinking. Some people even believe that humans from the future earth have travelled
through time to reach different centuries for various purposes.

In the story, the protagonist Maya started working in a laboratory where her
elder sister worked once in the past. When her elder sister, Menaka went to America,
her job was given to her younger sister, Maya. This young lady finds many strange things
taking place in the laboratory. Afterwards, she herself becomes a prey to a new scientific
invention that was about transferring human memory to the computer. Though there are
many scientific inventions made every day, the particular concept of transferring human
memories to the computer is unimaginable as the result and consequences would lead to
sometimes the destruction of the entire human race. The thought about this concept
would have emerged when the scientists found out that human memory exists in the
electro- magnetic form that are stored in billions of cells of the human brain.

In this novel, two scientists named Dr. Narendranath and Dr. Sarankabani are
involved in the research of transferring the data from the human mind to the computer.
For this they have hired a girl named Menaka and started their research on her. During
the process of this research, she lost almost half of her life and she is stored in a box in the
laboratory. But her parents were informed that she has eloped to the United States with
her boyfriend. The scientists made use of voice synthesizer, which is also one of the
technical devices of the human invention, to talk to the parents of Menaka to make them
believe she is in the US. In order to continue their research, Menaka’s Sister, Maya was
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hired to the same job, because the scientists in that laboratory believed that Maya was
much similar to her sister Menaka even in her voice. When she was asked by Doctor
Narendranath whether she could sing, she replied that her sister could do that better.
The following conversation would make the readers understand the above mentioned
statement,
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Moreover, as a science fiction novel, many scientific terms are used in this novel.
When Maya was to be tested whether her body could accept a particular medicine, she
was informed that she was given Cyclosporine. She was also lectured that the human
immune system was to be wondered. Once mankind started to control its very own
immune system, anything could be done miraculously like alternate heart and alternate
brain could also be planted. She was not even informed before doing these tests on her.
To be precise, these tests were done on her without her knowledge and concern. Maya
was explained the process of downloading only on the ninth chapter that it is process of
taking a copy of her memory to the computer with the help of 3D Nuclear Magnetic
Resonance Holography with which a small portion of her brain is exposed. Local
anesthesia would be given to alleviate the pain and then a small patch would be taken
from the head. The workers in the particular laboratory were volunteers to whom a
handsome salary would be given. Ordinary human beings like to lead a life without much
struggle. The ultimate aim of an ordinary human is to live a life without any health issues.
Most of the human beings do not want to lead a life without death. Everyone believes
that death is the end of human life. Before their death, everyone wanted to finish their
duties the society had assigned to them. But the same human kind has the desire to
overcome death and is doing many kinds of research to separate death from the mankind
so that one can lead an immortal life. The post human perspective of human life is to
enhance the quality of human existence by making the existing human brain to act like a
computer. It advocates the improvement of human capacities and capabilities through
advanced technology which helps the humans to eliminate diseases by providing cheap
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yet best quality products to even the poorest of the world thereby improving the quality
of life and also interconnectedness, expansion of life expectance too.

In a situation when Maya unfortunately saw that particular scene which would
be her most threatening nightmare she could have ever had. Her sister like body which
was naked, was dragged out of the drawer. The body was stored in a cool place using
the cryogenic method as later explained by Doctor Sarankabani to Vasanth, a lawyer in
disguise as scientist Sebastian Raj. One of the assistants of Doctor Sarankabani connected
some wires to the body of Menaka. Maya was confused whether the body was her
sister’s natural or just her look alike until she saw the growth of hair on the particular
body. But she had another reason to not believe as Doctor Narendranath spoke to her
sister the last day through telephone. When the body is wholly connected to the circuits,
Doctor Sarankabani started to question Menaka or her just a look alike body and it
could answer almost all of his simple questions. Yet due to some technical issues, the
research could not be continued on Menaka and so the scientist Doctor Sarankabani
had engaged her younger sister.

In an essay titledThe Search for Posthumanism, by Michael Thomsen, the writer
says that computers rely on syntax. They can order and arrange symbols, but only
humans have true understanding of what those symbols mean. Human minds operate in
semantics. We can both order symbols and interpret their meaning, connecting them
with a billowing curtain of sensorial, emotional, and academic denotations.

Hence the whole concept of this particular fictional literary work is the mankind’s
attempt to overcome death and become immortal by coping the human mind’s everything
to the computer and these transferred data are again fed into human toys to resemble
the particular persons whose memories and thoughts are transferred. The following
dialogue of Doctor Narendranath would make the readers understand the entire post-
human concept throughout this fiction.
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True to these words human beings are their shape and memories and when both of them
are given to a computer, the computer could act as the same human being even when a
particular human being expires from this physical world. Though these kinds of advanced
technologies are not in existence so far, no one could assure that it may not be invented in
future as Artificial Intelligence (Al) has started its duty to obey to the human commands.
Alexa, Siri, Google Assistant, are some examples that would make us understand the
development and the significance of Al in our day-to-day life. It will not be a wonder to
have a process called Downloading in the future as the phase of the development of
technology has become rapid and mankind has started to evolve.
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THE SUBALTERN VOICES IN RANAJIT
GUHA’S‘CHANDRA’SDEATH
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Chandra’s Death is a recouped record of a series of events in the process of
historiography by Ranajit Guha, a historian. This is a real-life event that entered into the
dominion of historiography. Taken from the legal documents, the confessions are formatted
into an essay. Chandra belongs to the Bagdi section, a sub-caste, which is beyond the pale of
dominant caste Hindu society. Its focus is on the death of an obscure lower-caste peasant
Bengali woman in the mid-nineteenth century. And the portrayal of her sufferings is been
mentioned clearly in the testimony.

Keywords: Historiography, Peasant, Recouped, Testimony.

Who is Chandra? That would be the first question that strikes the mind of anyone
who reads the title of Guha’s essay. Moreover, what consequence in history does the
beholder of thisname has, to be mentioned by a writer and academician like Ranajith
Guha in the title of hisessay? “None” should be the answer and that itself is her very
significance. Chandra is a face thatthe so-called educated and cultured mainstream
population would dare to look at.Chandra is a name that resonates with thousands of
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lives that the prestigious and glorious history ofournation has forgotten tomention
and hers is thevoiceofthevoiceless.

In Foucault, theissue of subjugation marks agency, no agent says no to
power, it is familiarlyinvolvedwith power, and thereis no pureagent.
Despitethefactthesecharacteristicsconflict with somebasicideasofMarxism, this
turns more difficult,though, to grasp politically what the group stands for from
this point of view. Though the hegemony relates to Magaram the protagonist of
the essay. Which has given power even the colonial law motivates him to stand
behind the death of Chandra.” A dose at... and I made a paste of the drug
again at dawn and administered it to Chandra. That did nothing to destroy the
fetus. The next day when I went again to the same Kali Bagdi together with my
mother and Chandra, he gave us an herbal medicine that has to be taken thrice
a day together with some horituki and two tablets of bakhor guli diluted in lime
water.” (Guha)

Guha in the opening of his essay mentions how the established
historiography fails toaddress the traces of subaltern life and conveniently ignores
their existence while painting thebigger picture called history. They are not and
never would be a part of this warp and weft.Guha intentionally quotes the proof
of the accused and the victims at the beginning of theessay to offer an unbiased
and unaltered narrative, or rather give them the voice to presentthemselves
than Guha being their narrator. He is trying to reclaim history by presenting
therawfactsthanpresenting itashisnarrationof an eventofthepast. His
openingquestionis howone cancl aimt hes etestimonie sashistory .Eventhough
the establishednormsofcelebratedhistoriographydonotpossessaspace for such
trivial narratives.

As Florencia Mallon argues, there is a stiffness in the work of
SubalternStudies. Guhatries tohighlightsubaltern consciousness and agency.
He analyses how this do cument has been subjected to scrupulous efforts to
presentitas are liable one. He comments on the language used and
mentionstoitasapieceor the balanceof adichotomized past andasayarn
withoutacontext,whichhasbeenonlyan editorially constructed series in a book
of documents. He also states that even these evidences can’t be taken into
account as legit history as these words are drawn out of the allegations by
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the”mediation of law...prompted only by the requirements of an official
investigation into what ispresumed as a murder”.

These testimonies thus are simply a legaldescription of a crime from which all
emotions are drawn out to portray it as mere objective factsthan a terrible humane
experience. He explains how the original sequence of events is tamperedwith
bytheinterventionoflegaldocumentationprocedureandtheeventsthatoccurredareconveniently
limited to the terms of the judiciary as murder, crime, case ekrar (testimonies), etc.
sothatthetrueperspectivesofthe happenings remainhiddenorunheard.

Even after two hundred and sixty years later, under colonial rule, he states, that
thesituation of these rural peasant communities is still the same. Even though they
possessed moreland than the upper caste, they never earned respect. Their women
were considered to be grantedforgratifyingthesexualfantasiesoftheseupper-
castemen.Guharightly points out howthe pre-independence and post-independence
period remains the same for these communities and alsopoints out how patriarchy becomes
a cherry on the top. These people are repeatedly beingsilenced and subjugated through
multiple aspects of social life. In terms of caste, creed, vocation,sexuality,
andmoralitiestheyarekeptawayfromtheirfreedom.

Chandraisnotjustheldresponsible for her so-called illicit relation, but the reputation
of her whole community is laidupon her chastity. While Chandra was being threatened
to be excommunicated for her sin, herpartner in crime is conveniently removed from the
scene because of his privilege of being bothanuppercasteand aman. Whyshould
peoplelikeChandrabear this burden?Thisis thequestion enters in the mind of readers.
The male patriarchy who had the power to go and tell the pregnancy of Chandra to her
mother has more intricnsic significance, because it was potrayed that she was the only
reason for the problem which has uprooted to abortion.

Guha tries to answer and his emphasis is on the need for the voiceless to have a
voice.The most tragic of the whevent, as Guhastates ,is thatt his whole
strugglewastakenupbyalowercaste widow, a woman, who tried to save another woman,
her daughter from a terrible crisis, butfailedmiserablyandwasheld responsible forher death.

Guha’s opening with the testimonies and the subsequent analysis of the events
presentsthe reader with authentic information and access to the material and method of
his study. Thedescription of the peasant life and their journey of subjugation offers a
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necessary backdrop toChandra’s incident and instills the thought of the possibility of
hundreds of cases like Chandra’s,which are not recorded or studied by historyormaybe
nottaken beyond acliché newspaperreport in certain occasions.

The use of vernacular terms and names can be considered anintentional effort to
bring the unheard voices straight to the readers in the purest of its forms. The cross-
references to subaltern ideas, post-colonialism, and feminism show how the tiniestof the
incidents that we casually ignore is a socially and politically significant element of history
that we conveniently ignore. They have voices but these voices are to be heard
andGuha’swritingonChandra’sdeathisa gesturethatmakessureitis.

REFERENCES

Florencia Mallon. Peasant and Nation: The Making of Postcolonial Mexico and
Peru. University of California Press, 1995.

Guha, Ranajith. A Subaltern Studies Reader:1986-1995.University of Minnesota Press,
1997.Gées, Camila.

“IntellectualBackground:FoucaultandtheSubalternStudies.”” UniversityofCampinas,
2014. doi:10.13140/RG2.1.3016.5921

www.researchgate.net/publication/276409568

Prakash, Gyan. “Postcolonial Criticism and History: Subaltern Studies.” Oxford
Scholarship Online, 2018, https://doi.org/10.1093/0so/
9780199225996.003.0005.

INTERDISCIPLINARY RESEARCH JOURNALS FOR HUMANITIES—105|



177

Memory as a Double-edged Sword in Roxane
Gay’s An Untamed State

Poornima K., NET

The world and the minds of the people are fragmented after the World War I1
which is reflected in the creative writings of postmodern era. The disasters that occurred
in the last half of the twentieth century left number of writers with a sense of profound
paranoia which is reflected in the characters of their works. The techniques used in the
postmodern texts portray the social condition and mind set of the people of that time.
Most works of this era were centered on the condition of the society and the psychological
mind set of the people after the World War II. During this time, the concept of memory
became popular among the writers as they used that concept to portray the psychology
and memory of the people of the post war society. Therefore, an exclusive field of
memory studies began to bloom. Roxane Gay, an American writer and professor, is one
of the important people who mostly deals with the concept called memory through the
characters of her works. This paper attempts to bring forth how ‘memory’ is used as a
tool to uncover everything about the character and the general public. It also explains the
dual nature of memory being a pricking thorn and a soothing balm in the novel An
Untamed State.

Keywords: Memory, trauma, psychology, claustrophobia, binge-eating.
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Roxane Gay’s An Untamed State has all aspects of memory studies.
The role of memory, the psychological trauma and the cultural identities are the central
concerns of the novel. The novel portrays the traumatic memory of the protagonist
Mirielle in each and every chapter. The memory has become the life deciding factor for
Miri. She has been killed by the haunting memory every second. She tries in every
aspect to get rid of those gloomy thoughts but it reverberates in her mind for so many
years.

Memory Studies is a scholastic field examining the utilization of memory as an
apparatus for recalling the past. It rose as distinctive approach to consider past occasions
toward the end of the twentieth century. Recent events make individuals to recollect the
things that had happened in the past. Therefore, the simple way to define memory is
‘the past made present’.

The past memory and the contemporary memory vary from each other. Albeit
the fact that recalling is about the past, it happens in the present setting up the implications
and importance of the past for the individuals who could possibly have encountered it.
Memory is a practice of recollection rather than just a set of facts. According to Wikipedia,
Memory is a ‘symbolic representation of the past embedded in social action’. The past
memory lives in the contemporary memory and the memory of the past either haunts or
calms the psyche at the present.

Mirielle, the protagonist, has a perfect career, the most loving and caring better
half, adorable little son and a well settled family. She lives a life of fairy tale. She leads a
peaceful life until the time of her kidnap. That event has changed her life totally. Her fairy
tale life has just become a memory and the most awful life has begun. The psychological
scar which is made during the time of her kidnap remains inside her for quite a long time.
She starts hating herself at a particular time. She is tormented for thirteen long days by
the kidnappers. She is sexually abused and wounded physically. She has experienced
the thirteen worst days.

Mirielle, when dwells in that dark, isolated room, has nothing to do except
surfing through the memory of her. She has made her memory as her only company in
that lonely space. Her beautiful past memories become the balm for her present bruises.
She, in that cage, thinks about the day when she and Michael got engaged. She thinks
about every minute thing that happened on that day. She thinks about the day when
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Michael cooked for her. She recalls every details of the past and thinks about how
happy she was once. The thirst to bring back that happy phase of her life makes her
move forward every single day in the cage. She says, “I closed my eyes, breathed
shallow, thought of my husband and son at home in bed, cool and clean and happy— the
way both Michael and Christophe smiled at with their whole faces” (131). The reminiscence
of her husband and son is the only hold that she has in that prison. The memories of them
sow the happy seeds in her face.

The traumatic experience, which Mirielle has undergone, shatters her inner peace.
Though she knows that she is with her husband and family after her release from the
hands of the kidnappers, she still thinks that she is not secured. She is surviving with the
fear of the commander, the one who tormented her, chasing her. She is not able to come
out of the past. She has gotten locked in her memory. Whatever she sees and whatever
she hears, reminds her of the kidnappers. When she hears the footsteps of Michael who
is coming in search of her, she immediately imagines that the Commander is running
towards her and she starts trembling on hearing that sound. She remembers everything
as a contemporary event forgetting that it happened in the past. This idea is expressed by
Freud in the book called Beyond the Pleasure Principle. In that he says that the patient,
“...1s obliged to repeat the repressed material as a contemporary event instead of...
remembering it as something belonging to the past” (18,19).

The memory of Mirielle’s dark period is more torturous than the real days she has
spent there in that room. Cathy Caruth in her book Unclaimed Experience: Trauma,
Narrative, History explains, “‘Traumatic experience, beyond the psychological dimension
of suffering it involves, suggests a certain paradox: the most direct seeing of a violent
event may occur as an absolute inability to know it; that immediacy; paradoxically, may
take the form of belatedness™ (92). The pain of the traumatic experience is higher when
the time passes. The memory pokes over and over and makes one feel the death every
second.

She feels her room in her home is another cage as the four walls
reminds of the days of her kidnap and the place where she is kept for thirteen days. She
wasn’t able to trust her husband as he is a man and she doesn’t want to trust any man
anymore. Itis only after a contemporary event calls forth the previously repressed event
that the past event can become known in the process of remembering. Sigmund Freud,
the founder of psychoanalysis, and the physician Josef Breuer writes in their book called

Studies on Hysteria,
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we may reverse the dictum ‘cessante causa cessat effectus’ (when
the cause ceases the effect ceases) and conclude from these
observations that the determining process (that is, the recollection of
it) continues to operate for years- no directly, through a chain of
intermediate casual links, but as a directly releasing cause- just as
psychical pain that is remembered in walking consciousness still
provokes a lachrymal secretion after the event. Hysterics suffer mainly
from reminiscences. (7)

The traumatic remembrance is called as “Pathogenic reminiscence”. Roxane
Gay has clearly shown the power of memory in human’s life that it can either give
soothing effect or the haunting and tormenting effect to the mind. It can either give life to
the person or it can take it back from them. The author has used the concept memory
and has shown its both sides. The memory gives hope for Miri in her gloomy period that
she will be back to her fairy tale life soon and the same memory plunders her happiness
even when she returns to her family.

Gay portrays the Haitian society, the character’s childhood and important events
of their past life, their relationship with the family members using the tool called ‘memory’
and she has succeeded in creating a perfect picture of that event. Roxane Gay reveals
each character’s nature through the protagonist’s memory. For instance, the character
of Sebastian is known only through Mirille when she contemplates her father whether he
will pay for the ransom or not. Only through Miri’s memory, the reader gets to know
that Sebastian is known for his composure. Miri says in the novel that during her thirteen
days of captivity she spoke to her father several times. His voice never wavered. This
clearly shows that he will be remaining in the state of composure at any difficult point of
his life.

Through the protagonist’s memory the society of Haiti is brought to the light of
the readers by the author. Gay has mentioned about the kidnapping epidemic that has
taken place in that society. Miri when she is surfing through her memory reveals to the
readers about Haiti which has surpassed Colombia as the kidnapping capital of the
world. She also says that there are three Haitis- the country Americans know and the
country Haitians know and the country she thought she knew. Miri has seen the good
side of the Haiti during her childhood and the other side of Haiti what she has not known
until she is kidnapped. When she visits Haiti she says, “I felt nothing and I felt everything.
Iremembered the Haiti of my childhood, the complex but unadulterated joy of feeling
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like I had a second place to call home. I remembered the country Haiti became for me,
the sorrow” (346). She remembered everything from her childhood. She remembered
her pure innocent happy days of her life and also the breath- taking things that happened
in her life. The reminiscence kills her inch by inch. She longs to learn the art of forgetting.

Miri has become a claustrophobic patient because of her lonely life in that dark,
hot cage for thirteen long days. Her isolation has changed her future drastically. Miri has
lost her mental and physical strength. Miri’s claustrophobia is not mentioned directly by
Roxane Gay, but it is revealed through the utterances of Miri. She says, “The walls were
getting closer in; and the new cage was getting smaller and smaller. . .he shut the bedroom
door and it suddenly became harder to breathe” (231). As she was locked and tormented
in the four walled cage for longer period, she gets the same image of the cage whenever
she enters her room in her home and that results in the symptoms of claustrophobia.

Mirielle doesn’t eat after she gets released from the clutches of the kidnappers.
As she has taken so many things more than what she can during her imprisonment in that
cage, she doesn’t want to have anything inside her anymore. She wants that emptiness
inside her and that gives her some kind of pleasure. She says, “It was a comfort to be so
empty. [ had to hold on to that emptiness” (265).

All these problems like claustrophobia and binge eating are the result of her
traumatic experience. The memory has made her vulnerable. The memory has spoiled
her inner peace. The memory has become a curse and she longs to know the ‘art of
forgetting” which she thinks that is the ultimate solution for all her problems. Roxane
Gay has shapened the character Mirielle in a way that represents her own self who
underwent traumatic experience as a rape victim. As the days and years rolled on,
Mirielle’s haunting memories has lessened or she has learnt to cope up with that. Roxane
Gay has used the memory as a key unlock all the inner struggles a woman undergoes
after a traumatic event.
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ABSTRACT:

The affluent history of war digs numerous human lives in mankind. Irrespective
of results, war brings pain and agony. Humans get toiled in war and the after effects of
the war question their social, political and economical existence for many years. The
individual existence with freedom and choice comes under the scanner in the time of
war. The human race is suppressed with repressive state apparatus by the power
structure. Though sufferings in war spread its wings without any gender difference, the

INTERDISCIPLINARY RESEARCH JOURNALS FOR HUMANITIES—112]



concept of feminine existentialism faces more struggles because of femininity and double
marginalization. The writer depicts the power of female in the crisis situation with the
help of the character Mari. This paper deals with the sufferings of Mari, a teen girl in
war time and also about her courage which helps her to tackle the problems.

KEY WORDS: War, Existence, freedom, Repressive state apparatus, Power structure,
femininity, double marginalization

Itis impossible to pursue the study of history without the reference of war.
History and war are inseparable. Hierarchy, love for power, quest for land, desire for
money are the factors that drive mankind towards war. Irrespective of results, death is
an ultimate authority in war. From the Battle of Megiddo toSyrian war, the world has
witnessed thousands of war which caused trillions of life. War is a machiavellian to
mankind, it seeks human life for its survival. The selfish superpowers from ancient time
to post modern time are ready to sacrifice their own citizens in war for their ego.
Laymen are the victims of war. Socio economical politics is questioned in war time and
the after efforts of war toil the humans. Existentialism deals with the freedom of the
individual or the individuality of human race rather than stereotypes. The basic life of
the human beings must be filled with their freedom and independence. But the crisis
like war curtails the freedom of humans and also restricts their life in a square of
dominance. The normal life of the people is questioned and they are forced to follow
the norms of repressive state apparatus. The basic amenities of mankind like food,
water, shelter and economy have come under scanner in war time. Existence of human
race is difficult in war time. Traditional countries like India with oriental ideology havean
alien eye on women in difficult situation. Though these countries project their women
as the goddesses, the collective consciousness of male dominated society feels the
women as weaker sex in difficult situations. This paper tries to break the male centered
myth and shows the existence of woman in war time. Easterine Kire’s Mari depicts the
power of a feminine character Mari and her attitude towards the society. She survives
in war and takes responsibility which makes her a unique girl with absolute bravery.

The novel revolves around the Battle of Kohima. This historical war deals with
the conflict between Japan and Britain. It is a part and parcel of second world war.
Japan attacks Kohima, the capital of Nagaland, to threaten the British colonized India.
The writer speaks about the North Eastern states of the country and their life style. The
war of Kohima has affected the day today life of the people. Mari is a girl in her teens,
the sufferings of her during the war is depicted in the novel. Education for women is
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almost unobtainable in early days of 1940s in India. But Mari and her siblings have
gotten golden opportunity to pursue their education. Dr. Indra Goswamy in her work
says, ‘“ Missionaries had to fight hard to bring girls into schools which they set up in
various places, especially in North east states. The image that comes out in literature
that the independent educated women can boldly face the challenges of life” (7). The
life style of a girl is highly depended on her education. This shows the progressive
thinking of the family, they believe in the education of women. War takes a dig in the
education of the children. Schools are locked down because of war pressure in the
town. The writer says:

One afternoon, Rev Supplee called the students together. We knew it
was serious because he looked really sad. He said: “My dear students,
I'have two big announcement to make today. Firstly we have heard
that the Japanese are preparing to invade India. Secondly the School
has been ordered to close down because it is no longer safe for the
students and the teachers. It will reopen after war has ended. (Mari
18)

Education of Mari fades away from her due to war, education of a girl is the first step
towards women empowerment and this war has spoiled the education of a teen girl
with passion. The days without schools are hell to the kids and as the reflection of free
time, Mari has decided to work in a civil project, she meets Victor, one of chief soldiers
in the camp and they fall in love with each other. War is the indirect reason for their
love affair and at the age of seventeen she could not understand the real concept of
love. Still Victor is a perfect gentle man who takes care of her. Chandra Nisha singh
says:

Woman is no longer a mere sign in the writing of men, nor is she
merely the muse, the idealized inspiration of the masculine artist and
thinker. Instead a woman is a creator herself and an imaginative being
whose disclosure is subversion of her silence and whose speech is a
challenge to her peripheral status (1).

These words show about the gender and the decision of Mari on Victor has changed
her life. The war has taken its own rapid nature and the family of Mari is broken into
pieces. She is forced to take the responsibility in her shoulders. She takes care of her
sisters and she does not understand the changeover of her life. The real power of
femininity is depicted in the character Mari. She struggles in the time of war, she misses
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Victor and also in the other hand she wants to save her siblings form the cruel war. The
Japan soldiers have crossed their limits and they humiliated the people. This is the
danger of repressive state apparatus. They do not think about the civilians of other
countries and they show their harsh behaviour on them to curtail their movement against
them. The army do not allow people for their basic needs and also they destroy the
villages and hurt the civilians The Writer says:

The jar fell to the ground and was smashed. The soldier muttered
something and slapped him. Jimmy froze and turned red in the face as
he struggled to stay calm. To retaliate would only end in a bullet.
Everyone could see that. These first encounters with Japan soldiers
were unpleasant, and it only grew worse. We feared their ruthlessness
and were wary of drawing attention to ourselves. (Mari 61)

It shows the horrible nature of soldiers and the fear of civilians. The normal lives of the
people are questioned by the repressive state apparatus. As a girl, Mari faces double
marginalization in the war time. Even the fellow mates of Mari do not believe her in
crisis management referring to her gender. She faces the pressure of her own people
and also Japan soldiers. The soldiers sexually abuse the native women and this has
been the trend of war. Sexual abuse is the endanger problem which is faced by the
women in war time. In the work Sexual Politics, Millet says: The concept of Romantic
love affords a means of emotional manipulation which the male is free to exploit, since
love is the only circumstance in which the female is ideologically pardoned for sexual
activity (37). The society uses women as a sexual tool and the intensity of this cheap
behaviour increases in the time of war. This is a huge challenge for women. The male
centric power structure always tries to subjugate female and the concepts of chastity,
nudeness are the weapons to deviate women form their progress. Femininity has the
power to overcome all these hurdles in their life. They make themselves sociable and
also want to run with the society. In the book, Beginning Theory An Introduction to
Literary and Cultural Theory, Peter Barry says:

The representation of women in literature, then, was felt to be one of
the most important forms of socialization, since it provided the role
models which indicated to women and men what constituted acceptable
versions of the feminine and legitimate feminine goals and
aspirations.(124)
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Barry speaks about the equal status of the gender. The society feels women as inferior
to men. But they have the power to overcome their struggles. In this novel, few soldiers
try to seduce the siblings of Mari. The writer says:

A Japanese soldier came in and signaled to Zhabu to follow him. She
ran back into the kitchen to Vikieu’s father-in-law and grabbed his
hand. Vikieu was not around as she was in another house. The old man
begged the soldier to leave her alone but he picked her up effortlessly,
slung her over his shoulder and walked off. Zahabu was only fifteen but
she was a sturdy young girl and very brave. she bit down on the soldier’s
arm till she drew blood. (Mari 72)

The male centric domination is broken by a fifteen year old girl. This shows the anger of
the writer towards the bodily encounter of men over women. The young girl wins the
battle andshe sets a yard stick for women in crisis situation. Literature always persists
on the power of women and wants to depict the problems caused to women with
reference to physical abuse. In the novel, Mother of 1084 Mahaswetha Devi projects
her feminine protagonist Nandhini as a powerful character who stands tall as victorious
girl against the domination of male and also the power structure. She also feels the same
abuse by police and she does not lose her path after this horrible incident. Devi says:

Clamp the burning cigarette to the skin of the face naked under the
thousand watt lamp. Cigarette burns caused onlysurface cutaneous injury.
Only the skin gets charred. The burn could always be the cured with an
ointment. It is described as surface cutaneous healing. The burn on the
skin healed soon. But in the young heart within, every single burn ached
forever. Then back to the solitary cell. Alone with oneself. (73)

This becomes a common factor in life of women. The writers want women to move out
of these problems and also they want women to fight against these problems in the
society. Mari becomes the victim of war. She loses Victor in war and her life takes a
different direction.

The war has created a huge impact in her life. She has lost her education, she
falls in love and also loses her lover in war. She takes the whole responsibility of her
family and it digs the life of Mari. Mari and her family members run to the corner of their
life and girls are the victims of the war as they have faced double marginalization. The
Japan soldiers try to seduce them and their own society tries to subjugate them. With
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hurdles and toils, they have crossed the war time. The courage of Mari drives her to
exist in this war time. She stands as a role model for all women. She has faced many
struggles in her life. War has inversed her life, still she is determined in her life and she
stands tall as a successful human.
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ABSTRACT

Human beings live in moments that are interconnected. Nature, society and one’s thoughts
that overflow affect each other, creating an unpredictable chaos. Chaos has become a
cultural metaphor. Nature uses chaos in inevitable ways. With the help of chaos it holds
the universe together. Chaos focuses on the hidden patterns and sensitivity that are
taken for granted. Chaos helps one to be free from the clutches of norms and regulations.
Considering artists and scientists, they tend to be creative by taking part in chaos. They
channelize their creativity in their creations. Similarly every individual human being is
creative in nature, thus taking part in chaos. Johnn Briggs writes ‘“‘when our psychological
perspective shifts- through moments of amplification and bifurcation-our degrees of
freedom expand and we experience being and truth. We are then creative. And our true
self lies there” (SLLC 29). Thus the paper aims to explore, how chaos brings order in
Blanche’s life in Emma Donoghue’s novel Frog Music

Hesiod, a Greek poet of the eighth century B.C wrote in Theogony, a
cosmological poem “first of all chaos came to be and then the earth and everything
stable” (IC 2). The ancient Greeks believed that chaos comes before order. Parallel to
this in Genesis, is written as “‘the earth was without form a void, and darkness was upon
the face of the deep”. Thus there have been always religious, cultural and mythological
references on how order comes from disorder. Chaos theory is a controversial discovery.
Many scientists discarded it as a fantasy decades ago. “But in the 1970s a few scientists
in the United States and Europe began to find a way through disorder. They were
mathematicians, physicists, biologists, chemists, all seeking connections between different
kinds of irregularity” (Chaos 3, 4).

Chaos theory doesn’t limit itself to scientific ideas alone. The research on chaos
is also extended to psychology recently. It is used to analyze the constant flux of the
“self”’. Chaos is death and birth, destruction and creation. Chaos has become the cultural
metaphor. As aresult, it helps scientists to break free from their predictions, manipulations
and control over the universe. It makes them question the reality of the world from a
fresh perspective.lt is about letting go, accepting limits and celebrating mystery and
magic. “Similarly each of us as an individual is interconnected to the system of nature,
society and the thought that surround and flow through us. We live within moments
constantly affecting each other and creating unpredictable chaos at every level. Yet
within this same chaos is born all the physical and psychological order that we know”

(O D VAN~
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Emma Donoghue is a Canadian Irish writer. She is a playwright for the screen,
radio and stage. She migrates in between genres. She also writes historical novels and
short stories. She wrote the screenplay for her movie adaptation Room. Room was
screened at the Oscars. It also won the British Independent Film Awards. Frog Music
was written in 2014. The novel is set in San Francesco during the time of smallpox.
The novel is about Blanche who is determined to find the mystery behind the murder
of her friend Jenny. Blanche firmly believes that her friend was murdered by her husband
Arthur and his friend Emest. While trying to unravel the mystery she finds out that she
knows very little about Jenny and that she is also in love with her. Blanche’s character
development is seen throughout the whole novel. Jenny’s past helps Blanche to become
aresponsible mother. Jenny also helps Blanche to get off her toxic relationship with
Arthur.

In all chaos, there is an order. The three underlying themes of chaos are control,
creativity and subtlety. Chaos theory helps one to understand that it is impossible to
take control of everything in one’s life. Nature works in a very mysterious way and self
organizes itself. Chaos scientists have tried to break down this process of self-
organization. The first step is Bifurcation. Bifurcation is where an object branches
itself. Considering a pinball, it runs on a track until it hits one of the pins. It can either
move to the left or right when it hits a pin. This branching is called the bifurcation and
the pin is the bifurcation point. Bifurcation happens “when a phenomenon that can
occur in a dynamical system in which some solutions of a certain type for the system,
such as laminar flow in a fluid, suddenly change to another type, such a s turbulent floe,
when one of the parameters that characterizes the system reaches a critical value”
(ODP 40).

Similarly in the novel, Frog Music Blanche suddenly bifurcates from being a
dancer to a mum. She is forced to play the role of a proper mother which she has
abandoned before. “She is different these days, she knows that. Was it meeting Jenny
Bonnet that began the metamorphosis? Or taking P’tit away from Folsom Street? Or
has this different, older, somehow harder Blanche been hidden inside her all along?”’
(FM 184). The bifurcation point, therefore, is when jenny asks Blanche about P’tit
from the family photo. Blanche starts to think about how P’tit is doing in the nursing
farm after her fight with Madam Johanna.

So how old is your P’tit now? asks Jenny, setting the picture back on
thetable
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“Almost-" Blanche reckons the months in her head and is startled.
Last week. How could the date have gone right by without her noticing?
Was she drunk that day- drunker than usual? “Just about a year,” she
says vaguely. Oh, well, never mind; a one-year-old doesn’t know what
abirthday is.

“Do you visit much?” asks Jenny, putting on her waistcoat.

What a talent this one has for putting her nose in other people’s business.
And her finger on sore points. “A nurse from the farm brings him,”
says Blanche, as if answering the question. (FM 61)

When Bifurcation takes place it undergoes Amplification and feedback is given.
In Physics Feedback is defined as “The use of part of the output of a system to control
its performance” (ODP 182). This can be further divided into positive feedback and
negative feedback loop. The particular loop that is a part of the output links with the
fluctuations. This will lead to further interconnected loops in our lives. Positive and
negative feedbacks are inevitable in one’s life. Positive feedback is when the output is
used to enhance the input. Negative feedback is used to reduce the input.

An example of positive feedback is when the microphone picks a random
noise; it further increases the sound and is reproduced by the loudspeaker. Similarly in
the novel Frog Music, when Blanche meets Jenny her life completely changes. Jenny
is a positive feedback in Blanche’s life. Jenny helps Blanche to become a better person.
“Blanche was meant to cross Jenny’s path on Kearny Street on Saturday night, she
realizes with a surge of conviction even if the encounter left her with a few bruises. This
is the friend Blanche has been waiting a quarter of a century for without even knowing
it” (FM 160).

An example of negative feedback is when the sun is hot, our body sweats and
cool down. When the climate is too cold, our body produces heat to be warm. The
negative feedback in Blanche’s life is Arthur. Arthur once brought a man to their house
and asks her to perform for him. It was then Blanche realized that Arthur never loved
her, but used her for money. “She does love him, of course she loves him; Blanche has
loved Arthur since she was old enough to know what the word meant. Their fondness
has just gone temporarily astray. These are not ordinary times” (FM 226).
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An amplifier is a device that “increases the strength of an electrical signal by
drawing energy from a separate source to that of the signal” (ODP 13). Andrew Samuel
says “Amplification involves the use of mythic, historical and cultural parallel in order to
clarify and make ample the metaphorical content of dream symbolism”. It was also
Jung’s signature method of finding parallels between the varieties. By finding parallels
with these analogies, it helps to increase the volume of the material that is obscure and
week. These analogies enhance one’s mind. In the novel Frog Music, the author has
incorporated fairy tales and lullabies. Both Blanche and Jenny reflect on these analogies.
By doing this Emma Donoghue also reconstructs the fairytales.

Jenny shakes head. “Not this princess. Froggie asks for a kiss, yeah,
but she says he must be kidding,” she tells P’tit. “She picks him up and
flings him against the wall.”

Like the way Blanche has seen Chinese fishermen whack squid against
walls to soften them, down at the docks? “Does that kill him?”’

“No sirree. Froggie falls down, and up jumps a prince.”

But Blanche is still brooding over the version her grandmother told
her. The clammy embrace, the moist tickle on the lip. “How could
being kissed and being smacked against a wall work the same?”

“Shock, I guess,” says Jenny. “Shakes off his sham skin, leaves him
wearing his real one”. (FM 198)

Blanche and Jenny also find themselves enjoying the French lullabies and
traditional songs. Thus the author has interwoven Fairy tales and songs along with the
plot. Jenny and Blanche sing together and reflect on them. Thus the characters develop
intellectually.

“For I am going
To where the fountains are ever flowing.
There’s the city to which I journey,
My redeemer, my redeemer is its light! (FM 144)
As the characters develop intellectually they also go through turbulence. In
physics, turbulence is defined as “when a form of fluid flow in which the particles of the
fluid move in adisordered manner in irregular paths, resulting in an exchange of momentum
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from one portion of fluid to another” (ODP 565). John Keats called the entry into
chaos as immersion in “Doubts and uncertainties’ (SLLC 22). Psychotherapies encourage
the patients to let go and freely associate themselves with chaos that is buried
subconsciously in their mind. This further leads to self-organization.

In the novel, Frog Music Blanche falls in love with Jenny subconsciously at the
very beginning. Jenny was there to support Blanche through the sudden turbulences in
her life. She later realizes that she is in love with Jenny. Blanche regrets getting to know
Jenny’s past only after her death. This brings a huge flux to Blanche’s character. Thus
the very persona of Jenny helps Blanche to become a better person and a mother.

All the above mentioned takes place in given degrees of freedom. Degrees of
Freedom is defined as “the number of independent parameters required to specify the
configuration of a system” (ODP 120). Chaos scientists call it the maximum range of
behaviors available to the system. For example, in the novel, Frog Music Blanche
could have given P’tit for adoption or she could have sent him to another nursing form
or she could have hired a nurse to take care of the child or she could take care of P’titi
herself. There are four possibilities under the given freedom. The largest degree of
freedom is where Blanche decides to take care of P’tit herself. Thus the number of
possibilities in the given space is called the Degrees of Freedom.

A trickster, a clown or a shape changer are the personification of chaos. They
dety gravity by challenging the norms around them. They are called the chaos bringers.
There are traces of chaos bringers in literature back to the mythologies. They are called
the trickster Gods. Loki from Norse mythology, Anansi the spider from the West African
folktales, Eris the Goddess of chaos from Greek Mythology, Raven from Alaskan
mythologies and Narada the sage from Hindu mythology are few mentionable tricksters
in Mythologies.

Though he is the “epitome of the principle of disorder,” the trickster is
also identified as the bringer of culture, the creator of order, a shaman
or “super-shaman.” The trickster is the wily survivor, the mischievous
underdog who defies convention, subverts the system, breaks down
the power structure, and gives birth to new ideas. He is the fox in some
traditions, the raven or coyote in others, he is Br,” er Rabbit who knows
his way around the briar patch. He is Hermes the safe-shifter,
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Prometheus the fire bringer, Dionysus the god of intoxication and
destruction. (SLLC9, 10)

In literature, the clown was always played by the Vice. Eugene Steele says
regardless of their ancestry the Vice was always the leading clown. It was their job to
make the crowd laugh and think at the same time. Few mentionable Shakespearean
fools are Feste in Twelfth Night, Falstaff in Henry IV, Touchstone in As You Like It
and Puck in A Midsummer’s Night Dream. In movies there are characters like
Mystique in X-Men: Dark Pheonix, Harlequin in Suicide Squad, The Joker, and
The Mask are in vogue. The characters are psychic in nature. They think differently
than all the other characters in the movie. They are funny and mysterious at the same
time. In Frog Musiclenny is the chaos bringer. She dresses in gay apparel. She strongly
believes in her ideas. She doesn’t mind breaking the laws or going to jail. She catches
frogs and tells weird fairy tales. Her ideas are wise and calculated. She is witty, funny
and helps Blanche to take some wise decisions in her life.

Blanche can only smile for an answer. Jenny’s like a good strong
drink when you didn’t even realize you needed one. Maybe the reason
Blanche has never been one for making friends is that the woman
she’s encountered till now have bored her. Jenny’s an odd kind of
woman: part boy, part clown, part animal. An original, accountable to
no one, bound by no ties, who cooks her hat as she pleases. Their
closeness has sprung as rapidly and cheekily as a weed. (FM 160)

Chaos theory teaches that “when our psychological perspective shifts- through
moments of amplification and bifurcation-our degrees of freedom expand and we
experience being and truth. We are then creative. And our true self lies there” (SLLC
29). Self-organization occurs when one accepts nature’s messiness and unpredictability.
“Now that science is looking, chaos seems to be everywhere. A rising column of
cigarette smoke breaks into the wild swirls. A flag snaps back and forth in wind. A
dripping faucet goes from a steady pattern to arandom one” (Chaos 5). Thus when
one self organizes they realize that chaos is nature’s creativity and it is inevitable.
Every human being is creative and at some point, everyone collaborates with chaos.
When all is lost, then all is found. When the consensual structures are forgotten, creative
self- reorganization becomes possible. Blanche loses everything, accepts her limits
and decides to go with the flow. Thus she becomes creative and takes part in the
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